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DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$900 or $1,000? 





This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. \ 


* * 8 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad. . regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 


4 —_— 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY?. 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


a share. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





1) Moody Annuity Plan. 


Name 


Write: Annuity Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street e Chicago 10, Illinois 


OO Wills. 


Dept. S-9-36-1 


Please send me, without obligation, information relating to: 





Address. 





City. 
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“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 


Letters From Readers 


I just received today your special 
number of 3rd January celebrating the 
100th anniversary ‘of your magazine 
and am hurrying up these lines to con- 
gratulate you for the happy happening, 
wishing that the Lord may continue to 
grant you all the wisdom, strength, and 
grace to go on with your work and 
your so good magazine; which I always 
receive with much pleasure and thank- 
fulness. 

May the Lord also bless all your col- 
laboratots!—Guido »Waldémar' Oliveira, 
director and editor of Correio Evangel- 
ico and editor of Boas Novas, Lisbon, 
Portugal. re 
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Lesson for March 22 in this issue 


Lesson 12.—Jesus on the Cross. 
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Could Ye Not Watch? 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“What, could ye not watch with me one hour?” 
(Matt. 26:40.) . 
E IS so tireless in His care for all 
Of us! ‘He slumbers not, the 
blessed Christ, 
So diligent to serve. When I recall 
The joy of Heaven that He sacrificed 
To walk awhile with men, His healing 
touch, 
So swift to comfort all who suffered 
loss, 
His busy hands that served so well, so 
much— 
Those loving hands, nail-pierced upon 
the cross— 


Then I. remember dark Gethsemane; 
And out of silence I can hear Him 


\ Say, 
“Could ye not watch with me one 
hour?” He 
Was ever watchful of their needs; 
but they 


Had slept through His. How could, | 
how could they do 
This thing? But what of me? 
what of you? 


And 


we 


Beware of Coldness 


Coldness of heart is one sign of the 
end of this age. The Lord Jesus said, 
“And because iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many shall wax cold” (Matt. 
24:12). Certainly iniquity is abound- 
ing today, and there is danger of be- 
Coming callous. When we become in- 


_ Sensitive to sin, love to God and man 


begins to cool off. The new command- 








: Pent given by Christ in His last talk 


with His disciples was, “That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another” (John 13:34). 
This standard is too high for human 
nature, but it can be reached by “the 
love of God . . . shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us” (Rom. 5:5). There are certain 
warnings of coldness that we ought to 
observe. Our love for God is not just 
what it should be if we discover a dis- 
taste for Bible reading, for prayer, for 
conversation on spiritual matters, for 
Christian service, for joining with other 
believers in worship and to hear the 
Word expounded; when we begin to 
distrust Him and think that He is not 
dealing fairly with us; when sin be- 
comes more attractive; when the love 
of money grips us; when we are happier 
with careless, worldly people than with 
Christians. We should know that our 
love toward our brethren is not warm 
enough when we become hypercritical 
and dwell more on their faults than 
on their good points; if jealousy finds 


a place in our hearts; if we are not. 


careful not to hurt their feelings; if we 
forget that they too belong to God, that 
He loves them and is probably using 
them. The Apostle John, at perlraps 
ninety years of age, was allowed by 
inspiration to include in his First Epistle 
many of the best things that he had 
learned from the Lord over a long ex- 
perience, and since it is one of the last 
messages of the Bible, it has peculiar 
importance for us today. Some form of 
the word “love” (besides “beloved”) is 


ve 


found forty-six times in that Letter. 
It is true that right belief is also em- 
phasized and tests are given whereby 
we may discern false prophets and hypo- 
crites. But many strong things are 
said about love: “He that saith he is in 
the light,.and hateth his brother, is in 
darkness even until now. He that 
loveth his brother abideth in the light, 
and there is none occasion of stumbling 
in him” (2:9, 10); “In this the children 
of God are manifest,:and the children 
of the devil: whosoever doeth not right- 
eousness is not of God, neither he that 
loveth not his brother” (3:10); “We 
know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth 
in death” (3:14); “And this is his com- 
mandment, That we should believe on 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, as he gave us com- 
mandment” (3:23). All this does not 
mean that we are not to have special 
friends or like some people more than 
others, for John was a special friend of 
the Lord Jesus’ (John 13:23), and Peter, 
James, and John were closer to Him 
than the other disciples, though He 
loved them all. But these passages and 
many others make it clear that, for 
God’s sake, we should love all His chil- 
dren. The Lord Jesus said that the 
first and second great commandments 
were, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind.... 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Matt. 22:37, 39). 


ve 


The Marred Vessel 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. - 


“And the vessel-that he made of clay was marred in the hand of 
the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the 


potter to make it’’ (Jer. 18:4). 


N THIS parable of the Potter and the 
Marred Vessel we see a thwarted 
plan and a victorious, patient love. 
A thwarted plan—these words of the 
prophet are descriptive of not a few in 
whose hearts is a deep yearning for an 
experience they have either never had, 
or have had and lost. They have lost 











Comfort for Dark Days 





- “We beseech you, brethren . 
that ye study to be quiet, and to 
do your own business, and to 
work with your own hands” 
(1 Thess. 4:10, 11). 














touch with God; they have lost the con- 
sciousness of His presence. These words 
come to every one of us in the nature of 
a call from God to an honest and rig- 
orous self-examination. 


Some years ago when traveling across 
America I paid a short visit to the 
Niagara Falls. I descended into what 
is known as “The Cave of the Winds” 
where the great cataract is sweeping 
all round about; and those who are the 
beholders are hidden, as it were, in a 
cleft of the rock. The noise there is 
absolutely deafening. I spoke to the 
attendant who is there all the time and 
referred to the noise of the rushing 
waters. “I never hear it,” he said. He 
had bécome familiar with the ceaseless’ 
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repetition of the sound, and it had be- 
come a normal thing to him. There is 
a great danger of our getting into’ that 
same condition with regard to the voice 
of God. “To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts” (Heb. 
3:7, 8). 

Now the highest conception of the 
Christian life that the Word of God out- 
lines is that of a vessel. Paul refers to 
the “treasure in earthen vessels” in his 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians. And 
again in writing to Timothy he speaks 
of a'man purging himself (I take it in 
obedience to the truth revealed to him 
‘by the Spirit) and thus becoming a 
vessel sanctified, a vessel unto honor, a 
vessel meet for the Master’s use. 
is the highest conception of the Chris- 
tian life that the Word of God brings to 
us, that of a vessel held in the hand of 
its owner, that the treasure contained 
therein may be poured out for the en- 
richment of others. And this is God’s 
purpose for our lives, that we should 
be as a vessel held in the pierced hand 
of the Master, and outpoured for the 
blessing of other lives. 

How far is that purpose of God being 
fulfilled? And if the answer is not that 
of a good conscience before God, let us 
examine the cause and reason for it. If 
God is not filling the vessel with His 
treasure, and then pouring it forth, it is 
only because the vessel is marred. In 
the divine economy there is no room 
for waste; and if God is not using you 
to His glory, it is because you are not 
usable. A marred vessel may be very 
lovely to look upon, the exterior may 
be perfect; but the flaw may be within, 
and may be entirely hidden.-+ There is 
many and many a life that is like a 
marred vessel, and the result is that 
their inner experience of the fullness 
of Christ is interfered with, and their 
service is limited. How does the vessel 
become marred? By sin—sin in the 
realm of thought, in the realm of social 
relationship, in the realm of temporal 
possessions. An unholy passion, an un- 
tamed tongue—these can mar the ves- 
sel. 

Notice that although the vessel was 
marred in the hand of the potter, it was 
still in the hand of the potter. How, we 
praise God for that! The marred vessel 
of our lives is still in the hand of the 
Potter, which means that He has not 
discarded it. It means that though in 
your best moments you have despaired 
of yourself, yet the Great Potter has 
not despaired of you. “I cannot drift 
beyond His love and care,” writes Whit- 
tier. I cannot take myself out of the 
grip of the hand of Him ‘who loves me. 
And though the pressure of that Hand, 
to bring me back when I have strayed,° 
and to remould me, may be severe, and 
may make me wince, yet it is the se- 
verity of love. Yes, we are still in the 
hands of the Potter. 

“He made it agaim another vessel.” 
In these words I see an interpretation 
of all the seemingly untoward provi- 
dences of our lives, and of God’s deal- 
ings with us. as to completely satisfy 
our hearts, and put them at rest. This 
is the secret of your poverty; this is the 


This © 
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secret of your disappointment; this is 
the secret of the lost friendship which 
well nigh broke your heart; this is the 
secret of the loss of personal posses- 
sions.. It is just the whirling of the 
great Potter’s wheel of providence, that 
you may be made again another vessel. 
Submit yourself, then, to Him. Humble 
yourself under the mighty hand of God 
(1 Pet. 5:6). 

“He made it again another vessel.” I 
see in these words a twofold promise: 
that there is no limit to God’s saving 
power, and there is no limit to our 
service for Him. The blessed Lord is 
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able to make us again, and to trust. us 
again, and in such a way as to give us 
a sense of humbled responsibility. He 
is able not oniy to remake us, but to 
trust us with the fulfillment of a pur- 
pose which we had broken through 
our sinfulness. Therefore we need not 
despair of ourselves, for the Lord does. 
not bring you a word to crush you, but 
to uplift and strengthen you. But, 
mark you, it is “another vessel” that He 
remakes. I suppose we shall never be: 
what we might have been, not one of 


(Continued on page 179) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Did the Rich. Young Ruler 
Lack Only Assurance? 


I ‘have been a reader of the TrmeEs 
for years and find it helpful in my 
spiritual life, also in the study of the 
Sunday school lesson, and enjoy 
“Notes on Open Letters.” 

On Sunday, January 11, on the les- 
son, “Jesus Demands Complete Com- 
mitment,” a member of our class 
raised the question: Did the rich 
young ruler lack eternal life or did 
he only lack the assurance of eternal 
life? He referred to the passage in 
Matthew 19:21, “If thou wilt be per- 
fect, go and sell that thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven .. .” He made 
the statement that no one can be 
perfect and’ the ruler wanted to be 
perfect, implying that he was saved, 
but not perfect.——An Indiana reader. 


In considering this problem it is well 


to remember two things: (1) that the 
only basis on which anyone can have 
eternal life is by virtue of the sacrifice 
of Christ on the cross; .(2) that Christ 
often led men to see their sinfulness 
and their need of Him by cryptic state- 
ments and by questions. 

There is no indication in this passage 
that, the ruler had eternal life and only 
lacked assurance.’ He wanted eternal 
life, and Christ was willing to lead him 
to it. The first thing that Christ: said 
was, “Why callest thou me good? there 
is none good but/one, that is, God: but 
if thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” The man was not 
wrong in calling Him good, but Christ 
wanted to lead him to see that He 
Himself was God. When the man 
asked which commandments he. should 
keep, Christ named five, the sixth, sev- 
enth, eighth, ninth, and fifth; “But 
omits the tenth in order to convict him 
out of his own mouth when he says he 
has kept ‘all these’” (Companion 
Bible). 

In the statement of the clas¥ member 
quoted above, an important part of 
Matthew 19:21 was omitted: “and come 
and follow me.” When the Lord Jesus 
said to the ruler, “If thou wilt be 
perfect ...” He,was using the word 
“perfect” in the sense in which it is 


used in Matthew 5:48: “Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.” On this Dr, 
Scofield says: “The-word implies full 
development, growth into maturity of 
godliness, not sinless perfection. See 
Ephesians 4:12, 13. ‘In this passage the 
Father’s kindness, not His sinlessness, 
is the point in question. Compare Luke 
6:35, 36.” The Lord Jesus very quickly 
showed the rich young ruler that he 
was not willing to pay any price to 
have eternal life and to. be perfect, for 
the young man was not willing to sell 
his possessions and follow Christ. If 
he had done this he would very soon 


have learned that Christ was the Son : 


of God and the Saviour, and probably 
would have made such a confession as 
Peter did when he said, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matt. 16:16); and if he had gone this 
far he would have received eternal life 
through faith in Christ. 


“Sorry he was, very sorry, to part 
with Christ; but to part with his riches 
would have cost him a pang more. 
When riches or Heaven on Christ's 
terms were the alternatives, the result 
showed to which side the balance in-. 
clined. Thus was he shown to lack the 
one all-comprehensive requirement of 
the law—the absolute subjection of the 
heart to God, and this want vitiated 
all his other obediences. . . . Eternal 
life could not be his, for he was not 
prepared to give up all for it”. (Jamie- 
son, Fausset & Brown). 


Matthew Henry says: “He came short 
by an inordinate love of the world, 
and his enjoyments in it. This was the 
fatal rock on which he split... . What 
Christ said to him, he thus far said to 
us all, that, if we would approve our- 
selves»Christians indeed, and would be 
found at last the heirs of eternal life, 
we must do these two things: (1) We 


‘ must practically prefer the heavenly 


treasures before all the wealth and 
riches in this world. That glory must 
have the pre-eminence in our ‘judgment 
and esteem before this glory.... (2) 
We must devote ourselves entirely 10 
the conduct and government of ouf 
Lord Jesus; Come, and follow me.” 
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Northampton, Feb. 14, 1747 


THINK I never knew so happy a 
day. There has been a thaw, the 
January thaw, later than usual, and 
the rain had frozen on every tree and 
twig, and when the sun arose, it was 
just as though they were all encased in 


pieces of ice were crackling down from 
the elms and maples, all the way as 
we went to the house of God. The air 
was full of music of the sleigh bells of 
the churchgoers, as they drove past. 
And IT thought of what is said in the 
Scriptures, of the bells on the high 
priest’s garments, and how his sound 
was heard as he went into the holy 
place; and so the greater music of the 
church bells seemed to say to my soul, 
Holiness to the Lord! | 

But I must begin to speak of earlier 
in the day. I was awakened in the 
morning by someone’s kissing me on 
my eyes and my mouth and my ears. 
In the haze of my morning dreams I 
thought it might be the angels. But, 
‘no; I soon saw that it was my angel- 
mother, and she was half saying and 
half singing: “Awake, my Esther, 'my 
queen. This is the day of thine espous- 
als. For the King delighteth in thee 
and calleth thee by name. He brings 
thee to His banqueting house, and his 
banner over thee is love.” Then, I re- 
membered it was my fifteenth birth- 
day, and also, that I was that day to 
take upon me the vows of God. And I 
answered mother, as by a kind of in- 
spiration: “I was asleep, but my heart 
waketh. It is the voice of my beloved 
that knocketh. His head is filled with 
dew, his locks with the drops of tthe 
night.” And I quickly arose, for I saw 
the house was already astir. 


My honored father preached on 
Ruth’s resolution as though to me, from 
the words, “Intreat me not to leave 
thee, or to return from following after 
thee” (Ruth 1:16). I shall never for- 
get his words about the people of God. 
He said: “They are the most excellent 
and happy society in the world. God, 
whom they have chosen as their God, 
is their Father. He has pardoned all 
their sins, and they are at peace with 
Him. And He has admitted them to all 
the privileges of children. As they 
have devoted themselves to God, so 
has given Himself to them. He 


. Carries them on eagles’ wings far above 


Satan’s reach, and above the reach of 
all their enemies in this world.” This 
he afterwards’ let me copy from his 
Sermon. And I said in my heart, “Thy 
People shall be my people, and thy 
God my God.” 
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Northampton, 1747 
Jerusha has just returned from her 
Sojourn in Boston, with her sick charge, 
David Brainerd, the Indian missionary. 


Le 


silver. And everywhere the broken - 
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In this third installment of Esther’s 
Journal, there is a pretty description 
of a February day in old New Eng- 
land, and samples of the Scriptural 
language used in the Edwards’ house- 
hold. It may seem stilted to us, but 
it is regrettable that today more 
homes are not as Bible-centered as 
that one was. This section also tells 
of David Brainerd’s death in the 
Edwards’ home and his funeral. The 
fourth installment will appear next 
week. 








_They came by easy stages, but he is 
much exhausted, and I believe, is not 
long for this world. Never was there 
such devotion, shall I say idolatry be- 
Stowed upon mortal man. Never was 
there so humble a. handmaid of. the 
Lord as Jerusha. She reminds me of 
what is said of Ruth and Boaz: “Then 


_ She fell on her face, and bowed herself 


to the ground, and said unto him, .~.Why 
have I found grace in thine eyes, that 
thou shouldest take knowledge of me 

. ?” Her whole nature goes out after 
spiritual things, and this man is her 


ideal. She actually almost worships : 


the ground he treads upon. She feels 
that she is unworthy to perform the 
most menial offices for him. She is just 
sure to wear herself out in her constant 
ministrations, which are day and night, 
unremitting and unceasing. 
should die soon, and I believe he will, I 
am sure she would prefer to die with 
him,- as Thomas said, to the Lord about 
Lazarus, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him”! Indeed, We all fear, that 
with the close of his life, she will feel 
that her work is ended, like Simeon, 
saying, “Now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace.” 
Northampton, Oct. 9, 1747 

The sainted sufferer of the house, our 
temporary guest, our brother in the 
Lord, has, at length, breathed his last. 
He called us all to his bedside, and 
tenderly talked of his going, and bade 
us, when we stand by his grave, to re- 
memberyvhis words. He expressed him- 
self ready to part with us all. 
depart and be with Christ was far bet- 
ter.” [“For I am in a strait betwixt 
two, having a desire to depart, and to 
be with Christ; which is far better” 
(Phil. 1:23)]. To our Jerusha, his long- 
time nurse, who has watched and al- 
most felt every pang of His poor racked 
body, for many months, he said: “Dear 
Jerusha, are you willing to part with 
me? >I am quite willing to part with 
you. . Though if I thought I should not 
see you and be happy with you in an- 
other world, I could not bear to part 
with you. But, we will spend a happy 
eternity together.” And so he had his. 
message for each one of us all, and then 
fell asleep. : 


\ 


If he 


“For to ’ 
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Ill. Esther Edwards’ Fifteenth Birthday 


Her mother’s quaint greeting in the morning on a winter Sunday in Northampton 


Northampton, Oct. 12, 1747 

We have just come home from the 
public improvement of David Brainerd’s 
decease. Of course, my honored father 
preached the discourse. His text was 
from 2 Corinthians 5:8: “Absent from 
the body . . . present with the Lord.” 

He was unusually exalted, even for 
him. The closing hymn was 

“Why do we mourn departed friends? 

’ Or shrink at death’s alarms?” 
It was sung grandly and triumphantly 
by our great choir of voices. Dear 
Jerusha’s illuminated face was a study. 
She was rapt up no more in the living. 
It seemed as though her soul, liberated 
from earth, was already mounting up 
to holy communion with the spirits of 
the just made perfect, of whom not one 
of the great congregation could doubt, 
Mr. Brainerd was now one. And when 
came the words: 
“Are we not tending upward too, 

As fast as time can move? 
Nor would we wish the hours more 

slow 

To keep us from our love!” 
It seemed to me as though she saw 
heaven open, the golden gates lifted up 
and was only waiting for angel-wings 
to mount there. She is not long for this 
world. For exactly nineteen weeks, day 
and night, she has cared for this sick 
man; and she only eighteen. 


Northampton, Oct. 12, 1747 

Much respect was shown Mr. Brain- 
erd’s memory at the funeral, which oc- 
cured today: eight of the neighboring 
ministers being present, seventeen gen- 
tlemen of liberal education, and a great 
concourse of people. The October foli- 
age, full of glory, seemed nature’s ex- 
pression of the triumphal conclusion 
of his life’s years; and when we all 
stood at the open grave, and his pre- 
cious dust was committed to the dust, 
my father pronouncing the words: 
“And I heard a voice from heaven 
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours; and their 
works do follow them,” it was a so- 
lemnity not soon to be forgotten. And 
when we. returned home to the dwelling 
where he had suffered so long, it was 
like coming back to earth from the 
gateway of Heaven. How strangely 
earth and Heaven are brought together 
in this family! 

Northampton, 1747 


My honored father has not only 
thought it a sacred duty to care for Mr. 
Brainerd in his own house, as a friend 
and! guest, remembering the words, “Be 
not forgetful to entertain strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares,” .but he has felt that a record 


‘of his saintly exercises and experiences 


should be made for others. He firmly 
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believes that the journal he has kept is 
to be largely blessed in making min- 
isters and missionaries, till the end of 
time. : 
Northampton, Feb. 14, 1748 

This day our dear Jerusha died at 
eighteen. If as she and her sainted 
David, and we all believe, she be gone 
to her Father’s House, she has already 
joined the holy company, of which he 
since last October has been one. They 
have been separated only four months, 
though I doubt whether he has ‘ever 
been absent from her thought and long- 
ing love. This is what the world calls 
St. Valentine’s day, though I have been 
taught to think that all folly. Being a 
girl, I suppose, I could not help remark- 
ing the coincidence. And I recalled 
from the Psalms, as it was my day’s 
reading: “She shall be brought unto the 
king in raiment of needlework: the 
virgins her companions that follow her 
shall be brought unto thee... .”” And 
so we Shall lay the frame of this min- 
istering angel side by sideewith that of 
the man, who breathed out his life al- 
most in her arms. It is just four months 
and two days since his burial. Now 
they can say in concert, “My beloved 
is mine, and.I am his”! 

Northampton, January 


Great excitement has been occasioned 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


by a New Year’s sleigh ride and ball 
for dancing, that has just occurred here. ’ 
It was a gay party of young people, 
some of my more intimate friends 
among them, who drove to a hotel in 
Hadley, and spent the hours till mid- 
night in dancing the Old Year out and 
the New Year in. When it was known 
such a party was in contemplation, the 
mothers of the young people had a 
prayer meeting to pray that no harm 
might come to them; indeed,\that they 
might be converted to a better style of 
piety, than they then had; for many of 
them were already church members. 
To my honored father and mother, it 
has been a time of great grief. And 
when with morning light, the great 
sledloads drove up through the streets, 
with their laughing, giddy freight, I 
saw the tears in the eyes of them both. 


I am only too glad, that none of the 


children of this family were invited to 
go: or had they been, would have so 
far departed from the wishes of their 
parents, as to care to do so. This house- 
hold, even when there are visiting 
young people as guests, is so well reg- 
ulated, that with nine o’clock comes 
the hour for family worship when the 
different members retire; while our 
morning worship is usually by candle- 
light. 
(To be continued) 


An Unrealized Hazard 


A sermon for mountaineers + 


N THE little town of Moose, Wyo- 

ming, there is a log chapel. A small 
building, it is known far and wide, 
because behind the altar there is a 
spacious window through which the 
worshiper may see one of the grandest 
of mountain views—the jagged Teton 
peaks thrusting their snow-streaked 
spires heavenward. The church is 
named “The Chapel of the Transfigura- 
tion,” after that strange and mysterious 
scene so vividly described in the New 
Testament, when Jesus Christ went 
with Peter, James, and John to a high 
mountain—perhaps 9000-foot Mt. Her- 
mon north of Galilee—where, while He 
was praying, His divine glory broke 
through His humanity, His face shone 
with the brilliance of the sun, and His 
garments gleamed with the dazzling 
whiteness of Alpine snows. And then, 
after a cloud overshadowed them, a voice 
spoke from the cloud, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son: hear him.” 

Let this scene be a guide to our think- 
ing. about some of the intangible as- 
pects of mountaineering. In regard to 
their religious background, a group 
of mountaineers generally presents a 
broad diversity. Yet Jesus Christ is 
not a denominational figure, but the 


1 Based on a sermon given at she annual Sun- 
day service at the Goodsirs Camp of The Alpine 
Club of Canada in the Ottertail Range of British 
Columbia, August 1, 1954. Reprinted from the 
“American Alpine Journal,” 1958. 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D. 


Saviour of the whole world. Therefore, 
He. is not the possession of any one 
church, and His truth is for all of us. 

Every climber knows how fully a 
holiday in the hills brings refreshment 
from daily cares. The sense of physi- 
cal renewal after days of hard climbing 
belongs only to those willing to pay a 
price in self-discipline. Nor are the 
rewards just physical; the perseverance 
gained through going on putting one 
foot after another when dead tired, the 
consideration learned through group ef- 
fort, the subtle but powerful influences 
of mountain grandeur, even a quiet 
kind of courage—these are some of the 
deeper rewards. 

There is, however, another aspect of 
mountaineering that calls for recogni- 
tion. And that is its danger. The re- 
sponsible climber knows the major 
natural perils, such as loose rock, un- 
stable snow, thinly covered crevasses, 
electrical storms. But by no means 
does every responsible climber know 
that the mountains also have their un- 
realized hazards. Ours is a fascinating 
recreation, laying compelling hold up- 


‘on its adherents. A leading token of 


its power is the distinguished writing 
that it has stimulated. Other sports 
have their dedicated followers; few, if 
any of them, have produced a literature 
comparable to that of mountaineering. 
Yet in the very devotion that moun- 
tains inspire there lies a hidden peril. 
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One November day, several of yam 
were scrambling up the fractured bq 
ders piled over the summit of Mow 
Princeton in the Sawatch Range gat 
Colorado. On a nearby ridge, s 
above “us, was a sturdy figure, clad j 
windbreaker and shorts, ice axe in hj 
climbing strongly to the top. We m 
on the summit, and, as we talked, spoks 
of climbing and what it meant to4 
Our new acquaintance had driven may 
hundreds of miles through the night, 
¢limb this peak and several other fou. 
teen-thousanders. And, in answer 
remark about his obvious love of: 
mountains, he quietly said, “Mountail 
are my religion.” € 

Now it would havaly be possible 
put the chief spiritual hazard of clix 
ing in fewer words than those. 


see, such an affirmation or credo, whicgé# 
- is by no means unique, betrays a cob. 


fusion of values. For one thing, ij 
rests upon a common but error 
misreading of the opening words 
the One Hundred Twenty-first 
in which the hills, rather than the 
who made them, are seen as the sour 
of our help. Quite otherwise is t 
true meaning of these oft-quoted wo 
as the beautiful paraphrase by the Duke 
of Argyll so clearly shows: 

Unto the hills around do I lift up 

My longing eyes; 

O whence for me shall my salvation coms, 


From whence arise? 
From God the Lord doth come my certs 


aid, 
From God the Lord who heaven and earl 
hath made. . 


Writing in The Alpine Journal on “Al 
pine Mysticism and Cold Philosophy,’ 
Sir Arnold Lunn says: ‘“Mountainee- 
ing is neither a civic duty nor a sub 
stitute for religion. It is a sport, for We 
climb not to benefit the human rate, 
but to amuse ourselves...” And tf 
he makes a wise observation: “All evil, 


“as a great medieval thinker remarked 


is the mistaking of means for ends 
Mountaineering is not an end to itself 
but a means to an end.” 

What, then, is the answer to this mit 
conception in which the means is mit 
taken for the end and recreation sub 
stituted for religion? The answa& 
comes from the mountains. themselvé, 
as they speak by implication to all wh 
have eyes to see and ears to hed 
Those who can discern behind the get 
ogy of the great hills the Lord W 
made them cannot but learn the less# 
of the reverential awe, the  authenit 
fear of the Lord, that is the beginnilf 
of wisdom: This is a lesson that i 
world needs to learn all over 
For behind the problems of our timé 
is the fact that:men, having given ® 


the fear of the Lord which humble §™% 


and ennobles us, have substituted fi 
it the fear of man which enslaves of 
spirit. 

But the voice spoke from the cloud 
on Mount Hermon and said: “This ® 
my beloved Son: hear him.” The Ne¥ 
Testament does not hesitate to make 
the tremendous spiritual equation df 
identifying the Son of God with 
Creator of all things. In one of ti 
most spacious sentences ever 
Paul puts it this way: “By him [ 
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fe all things created, that are in 
n, and that are in earth, visible 
d invisible, whether they be thrones, 
* dominions, or principalities, or 
prs: all things were created by - 
and for him: and he is before all 
ce in hawmhings, and by him all things consist” 
We pagel. 1:16, 17). The spiritually sen- 
ve climber in the Alps can hardly 
smiep being moved when he sees the 
; on the summit of the Matterhorn 
d when he passes the wayside shrines 
ther fomm the trails to the high huts. For there 
swer toygsno incongruity in meeting these re- 
ve of nders of the Son of God in the high 
Mountaimmmountains. The Lord: and the moun- 
ins belong together. ' 






















: 
ossible pg Mountains are great; we are small. 


of climpgivery climber has been reminded of 
se, is as he has seen another party on a 
do, whie tier below him or on a ridge above 
yS ae looking like tiny specks in the 

i landscape of snow, ice, and rock. 
d God is great, and we are small. 
gam a higher realm than the physical, 
;good is great in His infinite power and 
isdom, in His enduring love and un- 
hanging holiness. But we are small 
td finite, imperfect and unholy. Thus 
our littleness in comparison with the 
bigness of the mountains speaks of our 
ned of help through Him who is the 
Rock of Ages. 
On a May day in 1953, two men, 
Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norkey, 
stood on the apex of the earth’s surface. ” 

On the same day, mén were doubtless 
tt work in the deepest mine in South 
India. The differential between the 
deepest mine and the highest moun- 
fain is great. But whether on Everest’s 
fummit or in the deepest mine, men 
miss the stars. So it is with humanity 
ingeneral. Despite differences in char- 
«ter and morality, all of us have 
Missed the heavenly standard. As 
Paul says in a great universal state- 
Ment to which none of us is an ex- 
teption: “All have sinned, and -come 
thort-of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23): 
Therefore, we need the Lord to whom 
the mountains point to do for us what 
we cannot do for ourselves and to fit us 
for the glory of God. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews, there 
fa sentence that mountaineers can ap- 
Dreciate J. B. Phillips, in his “Letters 
Young Churches,” translates it like 
ip 4is: “It was right and proper that, in 
binging many sons to glory, God... 
Jould make the leader of their salva- 

tion a perfect leader through suffering.” 
are many climbers _ skillful 
ough to ascend high mountains 

erless or guideless. But no man 
@n reach God through guideless climb- 
in the journey of life. - 

One of the distinguished contributions 
mountaineering in recent years is 
the Sierra Club booklet, “Belaying the 

Tr,” with its precise tabulation of 
Tpe stresses and its classic exposition 
tt the dynamic belay. Its beginning is 

Ssive: “‘A leader,’ wrote Geoffrey 
throp Young, ‘absolutely must not 







































fall. ‘i 
But the leader does fall; occasionally 
ed, 40es slip. We need constantly to be 
"minded that all human leadership— 


“ 
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and this includes climbing leadership— 
is liable to err, as those of us who have 
seen a leader fall will never forget. 
But there is for this troubled age, beset 
with problems of a complexity un- 
dreamed of by other generations, a 
Leader who can never fall. Because He 
is the perfect Leader, made so through 
suffering on the cross that He might 
bring us to God, we may reverently 
say, He needs no belay. And it is of 
this divine ,Leader that the mountains 
speak; through their greatness, they 
remind us of “the Lord who heaven 
and earth hath made.” Silently but 
eloquently they are saying, “Hear him.” 
And really to heed their message will 
keep us who know and love the moun- 
tains from mistaking means for ends 
and substituting even the finest recre- 
ation for faith in the living God. 


Stony Brook, L. I. 
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The Wrong Key 
By James E. Adams 


T WAS Saturday, and a Sunday 

school teacher, walking through a 
5-and-10-cent store, remembered that 
he needed a duplicate key. After hav- 
ing one made, he went home and at- 
tempted to unlock his front door. How- 
ever, no matter how he tried, the new 
key would not work. 

He compared it with his old key, and 
they looked identical. Then he placed 
the duplicate on top of the original. 
Immediately, he saw the difference. 
The new key was slightly shorter. 
Twenty-five cents for a worthless key! 

But was it worthless? Suddenly he 
remembered that their Sunday school 
lesson for the morrow contained Jesus’ 
words to. Peter, “I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 16:19). 

On Sunday he showed the keys-to his 
Junior boys. They thought both keys 
would do the same' job. Then he 
showed them that the duplicate key 
was shorter, and it would not suffi- 
ciently raise the last tumbler in the 
lock. Attendance in Sunday school, 
good deeds, man’s best—these were all 
short keys. They would not open the 
door to Heaven. 

But the- Gospel key would open the 
door into the Kingdom of God. The 
Sunday school teacher spent twenty- 
five cents, but he realized that God in 
His all-wise providence had given him 
an invaluable illustration that capti- 
vated the hearts of his boys. 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
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The Marred Vessel 


(Continued from page 176) 
us. We shall never rise to the height 
we might have risen to. But while we 
may not be what God originally in- 
tended us to be, He has another plan 
for us. He will make another vessel, a 
vessel as it pleases Him. As long.as we 
are a vessel for His use, a vessel that 


(7) 179 


pleases the “great Potter, it matters 


nothing about its shape or its size. 

“Cannot I do with you as this potter? 
saith the Lord” (Jer. 18:6). In. other 
words: Cannot J do that for which 
your heart is secretly longing and 
yearning? There may be some > who 
feel that it is utterly impossible for 
them ever to be restored to fellowship 
and to service. Let me assure any such 
that the blessed Lord can, and does, and 
will restore all those who will but turn 
to Him in faith. “Cannot I do with you 
as this potter?*saith the Lord.” But, 
mark you, you must place yourself in 
the hands of the Potter, as was the clay. 
Surrender to His purposes for your life, 
submit to His discipline. You cannot 
remake yourself. Put yourself into His 
hand, and say: “Lord, remake me. I 
do not care whether Thou dost make 
me a larger or a small vessel, only make 
me a vessel as it pleases Thee.” And 
He will do it. Union with the will of 
God is a partnership of divine power; 
and nothing will be impossible to you, 
because nothing is impossible to Him. 
Our Lord Himself was a marred vessel, 
marred by sin, not His own, but yours 
and mine. Look once more into His 
marred face, and see there the power 
for the remaking of the marred vessel. 


we 


Can You Go to Alaska 
With Us This Summer? 





HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will 
operate another annual Christian 

Fellowship Tour to Alaska, leaving on 
July 1 from Chicago, and returning 
thereto on July 26. These tours are 
very well known; hundreds of Tres 
‘readers have enjoyed the trips, and 
demands continue for this delightful 
summer vacation to the land of long 
daylight. Northern Alaska is known 
as the “Land of the Midnight Sun”; 
but. even to the southernmost area, 
where the tour terminates, the days are ~ 
much longer than most of the tour party 
may ever have expérienced. 

To travel with other Christians on 
board ship, cruising in lakelike waters, 
while sailing through magnificent moun- 
tain canyons, is to enjoy the best in 
complete relaxation. The air is brac- 
ing, and the scenery is on a noble scale 
of unbelievable grandeur. The journey 
is most comfortable, invigorating, and 
inspiring. 

Many other attractions are included 
in this tour. Time will be spent at 
Banff and Lake Louise, followed by 
an all-day train trip through the scenic 
Canadian Rockies. The party will 
spend two days and nights in lovely 


Victoria, B. C., stopping at the luxurious 


Empress Hotel; and on the way east- 
(Continued on page 188) 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 22. JESUS ON THE CROSS 


Luke 23:18-49; printed text, verses 33-46 
Golden Text.—Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.—Luke 23:34 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Luke 23:33 And when they were come to the place, which 
is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefac- 
tors, one on the right pand, and the other on the left. 

34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast. lots. 

35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also 
with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him 
save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and 


offering him vinegar, 


37 And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thy- 


self. ' 


38 And a superscription also was written over him in let- 
ters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING 


OF THE JEWS. 


39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed 
on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ie is the most solemn moment 
in history. The eternal Son of 
God dies. The Lamb of God is 
slain. The loveliest person who ever 
trod the earth is crucified. Even na- 
ture draws its shades, that darkness 
might envelop the earth and that the 
‘ final throes of death ‘might be veiled 
from peering, leering ¢yes. 

The atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
is the central theme of the Bible. The 
Old Testament predicts it; the Gospels 
describe it; the Epistles explain it; the 
Revelation discloses thé ultimate pen- 
alty of rejecting the Saviour and the 
infinite blessing of receiving Him. 

Behold His complete selflessness. To 
the pressing throng and wailing women 
He said, “Weep not for me.. .” (Luke 
23:28). He was more concerned about 
the impending judgment upon Jeru- 
salem (cf. vv. 28-31), when Roman 
troops (A.D. 70) would overthrow and 
ruin the city, than about His own in- 
tense pain and appreaching death. 

Behold His infinite patience. He en- 
dured silently the angry shouts of the 
crowd, “Crucify him, crucify him” (v. 
21). He raised no protest when the 
“rulers derided Him (cf. v. 35). He 
summoned no legions of angels to His 
aid when the soldiers mocked and ridi- 
culed Him (cf. v. 37). He answered 
not when the malefactor railed on Him 
(cf. v.39). 

Behold the depths of His love. Never 
had mortal men committed a more 
heinous deed than the nailing of the 
Lord of Glory to a tree (cf. v. 33). 
The soldiers carried out a Roman order 
that has shocked sensitive hearts 
through the centuries. If ever a das- 
tardly act merited stern rebuke, this 
was it! Yet the Saviour, prayed, 
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“Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do” (v. 34). 

Behold His sublime trust. How could 
He tolerate the hostility of men, the 
taunts of His foes, the painful Via 
Dolorosa (the road to Golgotha), the 
piercing nails, the violent wrench as 
the cross was lifted up, the ebbing 
away of His very, life, and the anguish 
of death?. The answer is plain. He 
trusted Hig Father in Heaven implicitly. 
He drank the cup to the dregs because 
(1) He knew that atonement for sin 
was the Father’s will; (2), “for the joy 
that was set before him” He “endured 
the cross” (Heb. 12:2); (3) He knew 
that throughout His agony His Father 
was ever in Glory, ready to receive 
the spirit of His dear Son (cf. Luke 23: 
46). 

This is the Man Christ Jesus, the 
ever blessed Saviour whom our souls 
adore. 


Verse by Verse 
Luke 23:33-—“When they were come 
. Calvary, there they crucified him, 
and the malefactors, one on the right 
. the other on the left.” “Calvary” 
is cranion (Gr.), a’“skull.” Calvarium 
(Latin) is found in the Vulgate of the 
Roman Church. The site received the 
name either (1) because it was a skull- 
shaped knoll; or (2) because criminals 
were executed there. Crucifixion was 
a Roman form of torture. Victims 
were laid horizontally on crosses and 
impaled or bound thereon. Then the 
crosses were elevated to a vertical po- 

sition. 

Verse 34—“Then said Jesus, Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do ... . they parted his raiment, 








Dr. Woodbridge has Pe voy printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If — ed, write for 
a yn folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. 55, Altadena, Galté 
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40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, -Dost nal 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 

42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom. : 

43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

44 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a dark- 
ness over all the earth until the ninth hour. 

45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple 
was rent in the midst. 

46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having 
said thus, he gave up the ghost. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
Internationa] Council of Religious Education. 


March 7, .1 »§ 





the Inter. 


and cast lots.” This touching prayer is 
the first of Christ’s seven “words” on 
the cross; it is on behalf of the soldiers. 
The clothes of criminals became the 
property of. the executioners. Ou 
Lord’s tunic as well as outer garment 
were involved (see John 19:23). The 
soldiers, in gambling for the clothes, 
were fulfilling Psalm 22: 18. 

Verse 35.—“The people stood beholi- 
ing ... the rulers also . . . derided him, 
saying, He saved others; let him save 
himself, if he be Christ...” The crowd 
was indifferent, inquisitive, or mocking 
To “deride” is to taunt scornfully. The 
religious leaders spoke unwittingly but 
prophetically concerning our Lord's 
saving work. 

Verse 36—“The soldiers also mocked 
him, coming to him, and offering him 
vinegar.” The soldiers were apparently 
unmoved by Christ’s prayer for them. 
The “vinegar” was sour wine. “Gall” 
and “myrrh” were mingled with it (¢ 
Matt. 27:34;; Mark 15:23). The com- 
bination was used as a narcotic. The 
soldiers offered it to our Lord, efther 
as a matter of routine, or because be 
neath their roughness and mocking wa 
a measure of kindness. 

Verse 37.—“Saying, If thou be the 
king of the Jews, save thyself.” This 
was the content of their mockery. AP 
proaching the Saviour with the wine, 
they took up the religious leaders’ rt 
frain, “Save thyself.” As they had 
previously ridiculed His kingship (ct. 
Matt. 27:27-29), so now they derisive 
challenged Him to exercise His royal 
prerogatives. 

Verse 38.—“A superscription also wis 
written over him in... Greek, 
Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS.” The placard adver 
tised who the victim was, and 
the nature of His crime. Pilate, taunt 
ing the Jews, but perhaps secretly su* 
pecting that Christ was really Kins 
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ordered the sign, publicized its con-. 


‘tents in three languages, and refused 


to alter it (cf. John 19:21, 22). 


Verse 39.—“One of the malefactors 
. railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us.” The verb 
“hang” is used of crucifixion (cf. Acts 
5:30). “Railed on him” is “blasphemed” 
(Gr.). The unrepentant thief echoed 
the rulers’ taunting refrain. Their con- 
cern was that our Lord’s failure to save 
Himself would disprove His Messiah- 
ship. His concern was that if per- 
chance the unexpected should happen 
and the Lord should save Himself, he, 
too, would be involved in the rescue. 


Verse 40—“The other . . rebuked 
him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condem- 
nation?” The penitent thief recognized 
the reality of God and thus of his own 
sin against the Almighty. His rebuke 


implies that the silent majesty of Christ 


deeply impressed him. Could this 
really be the Messiah after all? If so, 
the infamous words of his fellow crim- 
inal were shockingly out of place. 


Verse 41—“‘And we indeed justly; 
for we receive the due reward ... but 
this man hath done nothing amiss.” A 
rebel and murderer, the repentant cul- 
prit maintained his confidence in the 
justice of divine law. Here he bears 
witness to Christ’s innocence, in con- 
nection both with the charges laid 
against Him ‘and His conduct in the 
excruciating hours of death. 


Verse 42.—“He said unto Jesus, Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom.” Having spoken con- 
cerning Christ, he now speaks to Him. 
His appreciation of the situation issues 
in personal faith., He addresses the 
Saviour as “Lord,” a term of reverent 
devotion. “Inte thy kingdom” is liter- 
ally “in thy kingdom.” Some day the 
Messiah will return to establish His 
Kingdom. The murderer sought no 
place of advantage in that coming 
Tealm; but simply to be included among 
its subjects. 


Verse 43.—“Jesus said unto him... 
To day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise.” “Paradise,” originally a Persian 
word, meant a royal garden. It was 
that section of Hades known as “Abra- 
ham’s bosom” (Luke 16:22), the place 
of departed believing spirits prior to 
Christ’s ascension. The spirit of our 
Lord went there at His death. At His 
ascension He led believers thence with 
Him to Glory (cf. Eph. 4: 8-10). 


Verse 44—“It was about the sixth 
hour . . . there was a darkness ovér 
all the earth until the ninth hour.” 
Our Lord was crucified at 9 am. From 
the sixth hour (noon) to the ninth 
hour (3 p.m.) darkness blanketed the 
land. The perfect atonement for hu- 
man sin was about t6 be consummated. 
The Father was about to turn His face 
from His beloved, but sin-bearing Son. 
The mystic tragedy of the solemn 
hours is heightened by the darkness 
which engulfs them. 


Verse 45—“The sun was darkened, 
and the veil of the temple was rent in 
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Next Week’s Lesson 


13. March 29.—Jesus Christ 
Lives (Easter). -..............- Luke 24:13-53 


k 14: 53 to 15:15 








the midst.” In the miraculous bleak- 
ness a mighty rip was heard. The 
Temple veil was rent from top to bot- 
tom (a divine act [cf. Matt. 27:51]). 
Our Lord’s flesh, the “veil” (cf. Heb: 
10:20), was to be torn in death. And 
by that death the way into the presence 
of God was to be opened forever to the 
children of men. 

Verse 46.—“. . . when Jesus had cried 
with a loud voice, he said, Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit: and 

he gave up the ghost.” Compare 
Stephen’s final words (Acts 7:59). The 
great cry preceded, but practically ac- 
companied our Lord’s death. “He gave 
up the ghost” is literally “He breathed 
out his spirit,” dismissing it, as it were, 
by a voluntary act of His will (study 
John 10:17, 18). 


Heart of the Lesson 


The dying Saviour “bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree .. .” (1 Pet. 
2:24). His suffering and death re- 
deemed believers from the guilt and 
penalty of sin, saved them from eternal 
separation from God, and paved ‘their 
way to Heaven. The tragic events of 
Golgotha speak eloquently of that aton- 
ing sacrifice. 

The Cross is seen as the. fulfillment 
of prophetic expectations. A thousand 
years before Christ’s day the psalmist 
David, writing in the Holy Spirit, had 
predicted with great precision the na- 
ture of His suffering. He declared that 
the coming Messiah would be “a re- 
proach of men, and despised of the 
people” (Psa. 22:6). He depicted the 
agony of crucifixion, the piercing of 
His hands and feet, the division of His 
garments, and the casting of lots (cf. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HO -bore the Saviour’s cross on 
the way to Calvary? 

2. Why did the Lord tell the wailing 
women to weep for themselves? 

3. Why was the place where Christ 
was crucified called “a skull’? 

4. Name two items in this. lesson 
which precisely fulfill Psalm 22. 

5. In what three languages was the 
superscription inscribed? 

6. What two people in this lesson 
recognized our Lord’s sinlessness? 

7. How long was the Saviour on the 
cross? 

8. What remarkable natural phenom- 
enon accompanied the Lord’s death? 

9. What significance lies in the rend- 
ing of the veil? (Cf. Luke 23:45.) 

10. What were the Lord’s final words 
before His death? 


(Answers on page 187) 
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Psa. 22:7, 14-18). Little did the ene- 
mies of our Lord and the callous Ro- 
man soldiers realize that they were 
playing a part in the Messianic drama. 

The Redeemer is seen in the spotless 
perfection of His character. The Lamb 
of God, a valid atonement for sin, was 
without spot and blemish (cf. 1 Pet. 1: 
18, 19). Even Herod had to admit our 
Lord’s blamelessness (cf. Luke 23:22). 
And the repentant thief, who had 
doubtless. observed the passage of 
events closely, added his testimony © 
. .. this man hath done nothing amiss” 
(Luke 23:41). : 

The death for sin is revealed as final. 
The atoning transaction was conclusive, 
never to be repeated. “The veil of the . 
temple was rent in the midst” (Luke 
23:45) when the Saviour’ expired. 
Hitherto the veil had intervened be- 
tween man and God. Only ‘once a year 
was the high priest of Israel permitted 
to pass beyond it into the holy of holies. 
But when the Lord Jesus, our great 
High Priest (cf. Heb. 8:1), ‘died, the 
way to the Father was forever opened. 
All may now enter into the holy pres- 
ence of God in the name and through 
the merits of the one mediator, Christ 
Jesus (cf. 1 Tim. 2:5). 

The glorious effect of Calvary is sug- 
gested in the tender words, “Father, 
forgive them ...” The Atonement is 
the basis of forgiveness. If the exe- 
cutioners of the Son of God could be 
pardoned, surely the worst moral 
offender today may find forgiveness 
through the blood of the cross (cf. Eph. 
1:7). The one who prayed for those 
who nailed His body to the tree is able 
“to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him...” (Heb. 7: 
25). 

The varied reactions to the Gospel 
of Christ are jllustrated in the con- 
duct of those who were present at His 
death. Some are indifferent to His 
compassionate love (cf. Luke 23:35). 
Some admit His unusual character but 
reject Him (cf. vv. 22, 24). Some re- 
vile Him and spurn His redemptive 
work (cf. vv. 21, 23, 39). But others, 
like the repentant thief (cf. vv. 40-43), 
recognize His identity, accept Him as 
Lord, and turn to Him for salvation. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The vacillation of Pilate (Luke 23; 
18-25) 

2. The road to Calvary (wv. 26-32) 

3..The agony of\ the cross (vv. 33-38, 
44-46) 

4. The two dying malefactors (vv. 39-43) 


Topics for Development ‘ 

The Royalty of Christ. The super- 
scription on the cross was “This is the 
King of the Jews.” In placing it there 
Pilate was stating far more than he 
suspected. Christ was indeed the Mes- 
siah-King of Israel. He admitted ‘to 
Pilate that He -was the Jewish King 
(cf. Luke 23:3), but added that His 
kingdom was “not of this world” (John 
18:36). His own nation rejected Him. 
Roman soldiers crucified Him.. But 
some day His royalty will be revealed 
and asserted. He will return to the 
earth as majestic Conqueror, to make 
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war, smite the nations, and inaugurate 
His reign. Then on His vesture and 
thigh will be written “KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” 
(study Rev. 19: 11-16). 

Paradise. Our Lord told the peni- 
tent thief, “To day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). “Para- 
dise”. means a garden or orchard of 
pleasure. 
lieving dead in Hades before Christ’s 
ascension, the “Abraham’s bosom” of 
Luke 16:22,-23. When the Saviour ex- 
pired on the cross, His spirit descended 
to paradise. He announced to the resi- 
dent spirits there the completion of His 
atoning work (cf. 1 Pet. 3:18, 19) and 
transported them with Him to Glory 
(cf. Eph. 4:8-10). Since Christ’s as- 
cension, spirits of dying believers go at 
once into the presence of the Lord (cf. 
Phil. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:8). Paradise is no 
longer a part of Hades. It is in Heaven. 
Hence Paul wrote that one was “caught 
up to the third heaven,” “into para- 
dise” (2 Cor. 12:2, 4). 


Practical Applications 

Pilate’s conduct was governed, not 
by justice, but by popular demand. 
We condemn him. But what controls 
our conduct? Do we always do what 
is right rather than what is popular? 

Simon bore our Lord’s cross. We of 
a later day are to take up our crosses 
and follow Christ (cf. Matt. 16:24). 
This means more than “putting up” 
with our trials. It implies self-cruci- 
fixion to the world and its deceitful 

_ lusts (cf. Gal. 5:24). 

If the Saviour gladly forgave His ex- 
ecutioners, should we not be ready to 
forgive even those who have grievously 
wronged us? (cf. Eph. 4:32.) 

Can we take it? When people falsely 
accuse us do we fly off the handle, or 
do we commit the injustice to God? 

The penitent thief waited until the 
very end of his life to acknowledge 
Christ as Lord. Thenceforth he could 
do nothing to serve His Saviour. Is 
the Saviour really our Lord now, or 
are we still waiting for a more con- 
venient day to give Him our all? 

Do you feel your heart strangely 
warmed within you as you study this 
lesson? Have you recently thanked 
the Lord Jesus for all He did? 


Golden Text 

Luke 23:34.—“Then said Jesus, Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” This prayer reveals the in- 
finite depths of our Lord’s love, pity, 
and forgiveness. If people who actu- 
ally put Him to death could be for- 
given, then all are within reach of His 
pardon. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And when they were come to the 
place, which is called Calvary .. .” 
(Luke 23:33).—Calvary was the scene 
of the three greatest events in human 





It was the realm of*the be-. 
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history: the death, the burial, and the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

I see seven trinities—or series of 
threes—at Calvary. The Holy Trinity 
was there. The Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit are seen in unity in 
the most important matter of redemp- 
tion, as they were in the work of 
creation. At Calvary, “Christ, 
through the eternal Spirit offered him- 
self without spot to God” (Heb. 9:14). 

There was also an unholy trinity 
there—the rulers of Israel, the Gentile 
soldiers, and the Devil. They were 
likened to animals in Psalm 22, which 
is a prophetic description of the cru- 
cifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The rulers of Israel are likened to 
“strong bulls,” the Gentiles to “dogs,” 
and the Devil to a “lion.” See verses 
12 to 21 of that Psalm. 

In that same Psalm, the Saviour 
prophetically said, “O my God, I cry 
in the daytime, but thou hearest not”; 
hence it should not come as a surprise 
to find a trinity of daytime hours of 
suffering, and crying: from nine to ten; 
from ten'to eleven; and from eleven to 
twelve a.m. Three long, weary hours 
in which He suffered at the hands of 
His creatures! 

He also cried “in the night season,” 


according to that Psalm; so, there is a. 


trinity of hours of darkness in which 
He suffered at the hands of: God; 
namely, from twelve to one; from one 
to two; and from two to three p.m. 
These were, shall we say, the special 
hours of His vicarious sufferings (Isa. 
53:10) —sufferings into which we cannot 
possibly enter. “For Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God 
oes OG Pet. 3: 78). 

The evangelist, Luke, declares the 
fact that there was a trinity of lan- 
guages mentioned at Calvary, “Greek, 
and Latin, and Hebrew .. .” 

The Greeks were the ‘educated and 
cultured people of the day. ‘The Latins, 
or Romans, were the political or gov- 
erning class of the era; and the \He- 
brews werd the religious ones of that 
period. 

It is humiliating to think that edu- 
cation, politics, and religion were, in 
perfect accord in putting the sinless 
Saviour to death! 

A trinity of miracles occurred at 
Calvary: The darkening of the sun, the 
rending of the veil,-and the great earth- 
quake. All nature suffered a convul- 
sion, shall we say, while its Maker 
endured the shameful, painful.death of 
the cross! 

Technically speaking, there were two 
veils rent on that memorable day! As 
a person would rend an old, worn-out 
garment, God rent the literal “veil of 
the temple,” signifying that that re- 


_ligion which had its very center in the 


Holiest of the Temple, was now done 
with! 

The priests in the Temple must have 
been shocked beyond description to see 
that veil rent in two. It should have 
recalled to their minds the Lord’s words 
to them on their official rejection of 
Him. For He said: “Behold, your house 


- ever be 


is left unto you desolate” (Matt. 23:37, 
38). God was no longer in it! 

The priests ignored the significance 
of the rent veil. They either allowed 
that rent veil to remain hanging there, 
they repaired it, or replaced it with 
another. They continued to carry on 
their system of material religion as 
though nothing of importance had hap- 
pened! 

As for the second veil just mentioned, 
we read in Hebrew 10:19, 20 that we 
have “boldness [or liberty] to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
by a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated [or new made] for 
us, through the veil, that is to say, his 
flesh ...” 

The true veil was the flesh of Jesus, 
and that was rent in death.. So at 
Calvary we have God coming out in 
the fullness of His love and manifesta- 
tion. The Saviour’s death has become 
our way to God! ’ 

There was a trinity, or threefold at- 
titude, toward sin manifested at Cal- 
vary! As far as the record goes, the 
impenitent thief died in his sins. The 
Lord is still saying in His Word: “If 
ye believe not that I am... ye shall 
die in your sins” (John 8:24). And to 
die in one’s sins is to miss the place 
where He went, Heaven. 

The penitent thief died to sin. Be- 
lievers are exhorted: “Likewise reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:11). 

The Lord Jesus Christ “died for our 
sins.” That is the basis of the “gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16). 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 


“There Is a Green Hill” 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

“Lord, As to Thy Dear Cross We Flee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, help us to 
come to this story of Thy Son’s dying 
on the cross for us with reverent 
wonder and to go from its study 
strengthened to live for Him. Give us 
the loving concern and the forgiving 
spirit toward others that our Saviour 
revealed in His sufferings for our sakes. 
Help us to do our best to make Him 
known to others. Bless and encourage 
all who live to give others the Gospel 
and may we who enjoy its blessings 
“truehearted, wholehearted, 
faithful and loyal” to our Lord and 
His cause. Again we commit to Thee 
the sick, the troubled, and the sinful 
that their need may be met by Thy 
love and power. Pardon our every sin 
and so guard and direct us that wé 
may come through the« dangers and 
testings of this life and serve the pur- 
poses for which Thou hast made us 
and redeemed us. All this we ask for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


~ 


March 7, 1959. a 
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After the Lesson.—Ours is indeed a 
Golden Text today, rich in what it re- 
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exultingly declare that not one of those 
who shot at their prophet lived be- 
yond a year. But Christians exult in 
the amazing love, pity, and forgiving 
spirit that moved our Lord to entreat 
the forgiveness of those who put Him 
to death. Not always, however, have 
Christians shown the spirit of their 
Lord toward those who have wronged 
them. Yet He taught His people to 
pray, “Forgive us . . . as we forgive.” 
That shows it is part of a Christian 
character to show a forgiving spirit. 
When we feel ourselves injured, which 
is our spirit? The resentful, unforgiv- 
ing spirit of Mahomet or the unresent- 
ful, forgiving spirit of Christ? 
Lord, as to Thy dear cross we flee, 
And nog to be forgiven, 


So let Thy life our pattern be, 
And form our souls for Heaven. 


Should friends misjudge, or foes defame, 
Or brethren faithless prove, 
Then, like Thine own, be all our aim 
To conquer them by love. 
—J. H. Gurney 


CauLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the crucifixion of our 

Lord is a very familiar story. You 
have heard it many times. Yet, Dr. 
James Stalker, a celebrated English 
preacher who is the author of probably 
the most: widely read life of Christ, 
said to a group of ministers, “Woe unto 


you when the wonder and surprise of, 


Calvary is lost to you!” I heard him 
say it, and realized that I, myself, had 
reached a point where I could think of 
it without an extra pulsebeat! 

Now we have come in the course of 
our lessons to this climactic event, and 
I would like to bring it to you in a way 
you have not heard it before. Let us 
look at the record and try to visualize 
the scene at Calvary by noting the 
various startling elements, human and 
otherwise, which were present there— 
and never anywhere else—making a 
composite picture of the most tragic 
event which ever took place since the 
world began. 

Look who composed this “execution 
crowd’”—in a large majority our Lord’s 
enemies; His executioners, His accusers, 
high officials of the Sanhedrin and a 
host of curious bystanders, all watching 
the process of nailing Jesus’ hands and 
feet to the cross. Nearest to Him as 
He hung upon the cross, two thieves, 
one on either side, one of whom “railed 
on him.” Soldiers gambled there in 
His presence for His robe. 

Among those who stood near the 
cross, there were not more than a half 
dozen who cared, including His mother 
and two other women, Mary Magdalene 
and the ,wife of Cleophas, and one of 
the twelve disciples—John. There were 
a number of other sorrowing women 
but “beholding afar off.” The record 
shows not one word of sympathy or 
comfort from anyone, near or far. One 
of the dying thieves uttered a word of 
defense, saying, “This man hath done 
nothing amiss,” and the centurion .in 
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charge of the. execution, said, “Truly 
this man was the Son of God”—the 
only two utterances from the crowd 
that might have given Him some com- 
fort. But there were loud cries of 
hate’ and derision; and more _ heart- 
breaking than all, the cry from the 
cross, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” In order to make 
your salvation and mine possible. the 
Lord Jesus Christ had to go-all the 
way of a condemned sinner, which was 
separation from God. What terrific 
loneliness He must have suffered! In 
the elements there was darkness (at 
three o’clock in the afternoon), there 
was vinegar and a sponge, cruel swords 
and spears; the sun turned black; there 
was an earthquake; the great curtain 
in the Temple yonder in Jerusalem, 
which concealed the holy of holies, was 
rent from top to bottom; graves burst 
open, releasing the bodies of the dead! 

Was there ever such another exe- 
cution? Was there ever such another 
death? Could there possibly be any 
other Saviour? 

If we can keep this scene before us, 
fellows, Calvary will never become 
commonplace. “The wonder and the 





surprise of Calvary” will never be lost’ 


upon us; but every day our pulse will 
quicken as we realize that it all took 
place that we might be saved. Because 
Jesus suffered death in our place, we 
can have the amazing experience of 
standing before a just and holy God— 


forgiven, justified, and redeemed for 
eternity. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same ‘address. 


‘For His ‘Sake—Then said Jesus, 
Father, forgive them; for they know 


- not what they do (Luke 23:34, Golden 


Text). During the American Civil War 
a soldier was caught in the act of sleep- 
ing while on picket duty, an offense 
punishable by death. Tried by a mili- 
tary court he was sentenced to die. 
An appeal was made to President 
Abraham Lincoln to pardon the man, 
but the President felt that the sentence 
must be executed in the interests of 
army morale, and he so informed the 
delegation making the plea. As the 
group turned sorrowfully away, the 
President’s small son, Tad, who had 
been in the room unobserved, crept up 
to his father and took his hand. “Please, 
Father, for my sake, don’t let them 
shoot that poor man.” The President 
could not resist his little son’s plea, 
and recalled the delegation, to say he 
had reversed his decision and the sol- 


dier’s life would be spared. The Presi- 


dent’s son interceded on behalf of the 
condemned soldier, but God’s own Son 


_intercedes for us. Little Tad Lincoln 


could only plead, “for my sake”; but 
the Son of God can plead: “Father, I 








died for them! 
they might go free.” What matchless 
intercession! Are you rejoicing in the 
splendor of it?—From_ Evangelical 
Christian. 

Andes, N. Y. 


Three Deaths.—There they crucified 


him, and the malefactors, one on the 
right hand, and the other on the left 
(Luke 23:33). 

One died in sin—O awful death! 


Impenitent! 
ed to sin—forever died! 
i The penitent! 
One died for sin—He whom in love 
The Father sent! 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration. ' 


For Me!—He saved others; let him 
save himself (Luke 23:35). Dr. Pierson 
once told at Keswick of a dozen ship- 
wrecked men, laboring in heavy seas in 
an overloaded boat, when one of the 
seamen, in order to lighten the boat, 
deliberately sprang overboard, and the 
rest were saved. For which of the 
eleven, asked Dr. Pierson, did the sailor 
give his life? If Christ died for all, He 
died for each—for no one more than 
another; and for mo one excepted or 
omitted. The sun shines for seventeen 
hundred millions of mankind; but I 


know.as a fact that it shines for me, 


and would tomorrow morning if not 
another soul survived on the globe. 
So Christ “loved me, and gave himself 
for. me.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


I Was There, Too.—And the people 
stood beholding. And the rulers also 
with them derided him ... And the 
soldiers also mocked him. (Luke 23:35, 
36). In a painting of the Crucifixion 
by the famous Dutch artist, Rembrandt, 
your attention, of course, is drawn first 
of all to the cross and to Him who died 
there. And you look at the crowd that 
gathered around the cross and note the 
various attitudes and actions of those 
people. But as your eyes drift to the 
edge of the picture» one sees another 
figure standing in the shadows. This 
was Rembrandt himself—Rembrandt 
helping to crucify Jesus! How true 
that is! The Crucifixion is not merely 
an historical fact. 
perience. ... It may be an interesting 
pastime to point fingers at those who 
crucified Jesus, but it is a shocking 
thought that I can be as indifferent as 
Pilate, as scheming as Caiaphas, as cal- 
lous as the soldiers, as ruthless as the 
mob, as cowardly as the disciples. It 
isn’t just what they did. 

’Twas I that shed the sacred blood, 
I nailed Him to the tree, 


I crucified the Christ of God, 
I joined the mockery! 


I look again-and, in the shadows with 
Rembrandt, I was there!—From the 
Church Herald. Sent by B. M. —- 
Richmond, Kans. 


Only as a Sinner.—Lord, remember 
me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom (Luke 23:42). When Copernicus, 
the great astronomer, whose studies 
revolutionized the thought of mankind 
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‘you, although that is not easy. 


‘lesson for March 22 


about the universe, lay dying, his book 
which had just been printed, “The Rev- 
olution of the Heavenly” Bodies,” was 
laid in his arms. Yet this great in- 
tellect who told the number of the 
stars and pronounced the laws of the 
universe, in the presence of God, saw 
himself, not as a scholar, or astronomer, 
but only as a sinner. On his grave to- 


day at Frauenberg you can read the, 


words he chose for his epitaph, “I do 
not seek a kindness equal to that given 
Paul, nor do I ask the grace granted to 
Peter. But that forgiveness which thou 
didst grant to the robber—that, ear- 
nestly, I crave.” The forgiveness that 
Christ gave to the thief, that we all 
must seek—From Dr. C. Macartney, 
in the Expositor.. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. ; 

With Him—To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise (Luke 23:43). A 
boy was taken by his father, a political 
leader, to a great meeting which the 
latter was to address. The hall was 
packed, and they had much difficulty 
in nearing the private entrance. Then 
an official stopped the boy, saying, “You 
can’t come in here!” But the father 
‘turned and said, “It is all right; he is 
with me,” and they went in together.— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Only Way.—And when Jesus had 
cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, 
into thy ‘hands I commend my spirit 
(Luke 23:46). As a military com- 
mander, I have realized that when I 
have issued an order, it was incumbent 
upon me to see that the order was en- 
forced. Otherwise all discipline and 
authority would cease. When God 
looked upon sin, He could not from His 
own holy nature condone it, and the 
divine edict was that every soul that 
sinneth must die. Only He could re- 
scind such an edict, and then only on 


_the grounds of the vindication of the 


divine nature and divine laws. He 
could only accomplish this by Himself 
taking our penalty, in'the person of 
His Son Jesus Christ, and suffering and 
gaining the victory in His own body 
and soul upon the cross.—From Lieut.- 
Gen. Wm. K. Harrison, in an address 
at Lincoln, Nebr. Quoted from mem- 
ory. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Forgave His Enemies 
(Luke 23:20-24, 33, 34a) 


AYBE you can forgive your friend 

if he does something that hurts 
But 
what if it is your enemy? A bigger 
boy who seems to like to hurt you—or 
Someone who teases you constantly by 
the things he says? Do you ever feel 
angry or sulky because you think you 
are unfairly punished by your parents 
or a teacher? Suppose all these things 
happened to you in one day! 
Can you imagine how the Lord Jesus 
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must have felt when He had a day like 
this? , One of His friends turned traitor 
and sold Him out to His enemies. An- 
other friend did not admit He was a 
friend or stand by Him in time of 
trouble. His enemies were plotting to 
get Him killed, and used His own truth- 
ful words against Him. Governor Pi- 
late, who should have been fair, knew 
that the charges against Jesus were due 
to spite, and that He had done nothing 
to deserve the death penalty. Yet he 
had the Lord Jesus whipped, and, 
finally, to please the troublesome priests 
and people, he gave the order for His 
execution. At the same time he let a 
tough criminal, who was a robber and 
murderer, go free without punishment. 
Two other robbers were sent to cru- 
cifixion—to death on a_cross—along 
with the Lord Jesus. Roman soldiers 
did their work of nailing the bodies to 
the crosses and putting the crosses into 
holes in the ground. Terrible pain and 
suffering in His body! Priests, people, 
robbers, soldiers, all making fun of 
Him! If He was God’s Son, if He was 
the Christ, if Hé was King, why didn’t 
He do something to save Himself? 

Was there one word of spite, one 


word of anger, one muttering of hate: 


on Christ’s lips or in His. heart? Just 
this prayer, “Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do” (Luke 
23:34, Memory Verse). 

No, you and I could not go through 
all that and keep sweet—and forgiving. 
We do not even go through our lesser 
troubles and always keep sweet and 
forgiving. Yet that is what He tells us 
to do. (Read Matt. 5:44, 45a.) How 
often have you broken that command? 
How often has hate, instead of love, 
filled your heart? “Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer: and... no 
murderer hath eternal life” (1 John 
3:15). And the Lord says that if you 
call your brother mean names, you 
are to come up for judgment and may 
go to hell (Matt. 5:22). Those are 
solemn words! 

Dp you see where you would be if 
the Lord Jesus had not taken those 
sins of yours and died for the punish- 
ment of them instead of you, that day 
on the cross? Where would you be if 
He did not. pray for you: “Father, for- 
give him, for he did not realize what 
he was doing”? Come to Him now, 
and ask for your forgiveness, for He 
has promised forgiveness for every sin- 
gle thing. (Read or quote 1 John 1:7b, 
9.) Then, living close to Him, with 
His Spirit in your heart, like Stephen, 
you can forgive those who say the 
mean things and hurt you. (If it is 
not known, tell something of the story 
of Stephen and his prayer in Aets 6: 
8-15; 7:55-60.) 

The Lord’s prayer ‘on the cross was 
answered for: one of the robbers (Luke 
23: 39-43), the army officer in charge 
(Mark 15:39), many of the people (Acts 
2:36-38), some of the priests (6:7). 
Stephen’s prayer was answered. Saul 
was saved and forgiven, and became 
the greatest missionary of them all. 
Has the Lord’s prayer been answered 
for you? Now will you pray for for- 
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THE 
CATEGORICAL 
IMPERATIVE 


So philosophy calls it, but the 
Word of God uses simpler and 
clearer language. “It was neces- 
sary,” Paul told the Jews at An- 
tioch, “that the Word of God 
should first have been spoken to 
you.” That is, as if he were to say, 
“I can’t help myself; it is a cate- 
gorical imperative!” 

The imperative lies inherently 
in the very nature of the case. 
The natural procedure is to start 
any Gospel program with the 
Jew. Sentiment calls for it; grati- 
tude requires it; and, above all, 
God commands it!*So powerfully 
was this conviction borne in upon 
the conscience of Paul, and so 
important did he consider Jewish 
conversion, that he cried out, “I 
could wish that myself were ac- 
cursed from Christ for my breth- 


ren : .. who are Israelites!” 


Dear child of God! Will you . 
not ask Him to let you see Israel — 
as He sees her? And when you 
do, a new joy and a new blessing 
will come to you. Try it. We feel 
that some day you will thank us 
that you did. 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. It is a program of 
world-wide testimony to the Jews. 
Your fellowship is always wel- 
comed and appreciated. “THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE magazine is 
sent to all contributors. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS ~~~ 
TO THE JEWS, Inc. y 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Canadian Office: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 
I do want to help the Jews. Here is $-_.___.. 
Use it as directs, to make known to Israel 
the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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MORE THAN JUST A 
SIGHT SEEING TOUR 
~Lizabes WSS 
ESSN 


Bible Lands 


ROPHETIC PILGRIMAGE 


Welcome on board of the 
Bible Lands Prophetic Pilgrimage. 
As the name Prophetic Pilgrimage 
implies, this will be much more than 
just a sight seeing tour. 

j The party will be accom- 
panied by a distinguished faculty of 
Bible scholars, so that at every 
important point in our itinerary, at 
sea_.and on land, and especially in 
Jerusalem, the birthplace of the 
Christian movem@gnt, where so much 
history with reference to eternity 
was made, the tour will take on the 
character of a Prophetic Congress 
with a well planned program of lect- 
ures and discussions bearing on the 
very lands and scenes we shall be 
visiting. 

Great things are in store for 
the members of the Pilgrimage. 


Early, Reservations Advisable 


5 WEEK TOUR + INCLUSIVE COST $1,495 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE 
DR. A. B. MACHLIN 

WINONA LAKE INDIANA 


The Sunday School Times has ‘been 
serving influential readers and depend- 
able advertisers for 100 years—1859-1959. 
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giveness for those who hurt you? Your 
forgiving spirit toward them will ,help 


them believe in the Lord’s forgiveness. 


Bookmarks go to Maithew 27:26; 
Mark 15:15; Luke 23:20; John 19:16. 


Orono, MAINE. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


EN God spoke to Moses from the 

burning bush, He said, “Put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground.” Today we have come to the 
story of the Cross, and we are on 
holy ground. 

All creation was disturbed at the 
sight of God the Son, our sinless Sav- 
iour, hanging on the cross dying for 
our sins. The Bible account of .this 
tremendous event was inspired by God. 
Read Luke 23:33 and see how simply 
it is told. If any of us had gone 
through a hundredth part of what our 
Saviour suffered, we would have much 
to say about how indescribably ago- 
nizing it was. But there is not one 
word here about all His suffering, just 
the statement that He was crucified 
with a thief on each side of Him. 

Read verse 34. No word here about 
His suffering either, only a prayer for 
those who were putting Him to death! 
Read verses 35-37. The crowd looked 
on with indifference, the rulers, whose 
hatred of Him had brought about this 
awful scene, took delight in mocking 
Him as He suffered. 

How easy it would. have been for 
Christ to come down from the cross, 
thus proving to His murderers that 
He was indeed the Son of God! He 
certainly could have saved Himself and 
destroyed them as they deserved, but 
then we would never have had for- 
giveness of our sins, but would have 
been forever lost. He chose to endure 
the cross and so save us from an eternal 
hell. Praise His name! 
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Read verse 38. Although Christ’s en- 
emies were beneath the cross saying, 


“If thou be the king of the Jews,” God 


had already caused a sign to be hung 
above them saying, “This is the King of 
the Jews.” 
get Pilate to change that sign, but/ he 
would not. 

Read verses 39-43. We learn from 
Matthew that at first both thieves 
mocked the Saviour. But a deep in- 
ward conviction came over one of them. 
He heard Jesus say as they drove the 
nails, “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” He heard 
Him commit His mother to John’s care. 
He observed the holy silence of Jesus 
when He was mocked. A change took 
place in his heart. He confessed his 
own sinfulness when he said that his 
punishment was just. Then he. con- 
fessed the sinlessness of Jesus: 
man hath done nothing amiss.” Finally, 
He acknowledged Him as Lord and com- 
ing King when he asked to be remem- 
bered by Him in that Day. Jesus an- 
swered his prayer, not by promising to 
remember him some day, but by say- 
ing, “To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise.” The repentant thief went 
with his Saviour into Paradise that 
very day. He was the first one of the 
glorious procession of redeemed peo- 
ple to follow the Saviour into Glory. 
When the saints go marching in, you 
and I may be among them, all because 
the Lord Jesus chose to save us, rather 
than Himself! oa 

Read verses 44-46. The whole earth 


was dark that day from noon till three . 


o’clock in the afternoon. 


Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in, 
When Christ, the mighty “a died 
For man the creature’s sin. 
—Isaac Watts 

Out of that awful darkness Jesus 
cried, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” Do you know why 
God had to forsake Him in the hours 
of His infinite suffering? It was be- 
cause He was bearing our sins, and 
God’s just judgment upon them! At 
the close of those hours of darkness, 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “It is 
finished.” Then He bowed His head 
and dismissed His spirit. Instantly the | 
veil of the Temple was torn in two 
from. the top to the bottom. Our Sav- 
iour had indeed finished the work. of 
redemption.- His precious blood had 
opened the way into the holiest of all, 
the place of God’s presence in the 
Temple. The way into God’s presence 
is open now, because the Lord Jesus 
“became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” The saved thief 
has already entered into the paradise 
of God, millions of other Christians 
have followed, and millions more are 
on the way there now. 

If you are in that joyful procession, 
traveling to Glory, you will rejoice, as 
I do, that God has given our Saviour 
“a name which is above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the 
earth” (Phil. 2:9, 10). 

Review today all the words and 
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Fiesson for March 22 





sounds you have taught your little pu- 
pil while using the book, “Stories I Can 
Read Myself’ About the Lord Jesus.” 
Go through the book with him discuss- 
ing the stories and pictures he drew 
and asking him to read any lines you 
remember as difficult for him.. Then 
have him do the test on the last page 
and take the book home to read to his 
family. : 

If you and he want to continue les- 
sons you can get the book, “The Wrong 
Road,” 50 cents, to read to him, and 
the card, “Sin,” which goes with it, 2 


_ cents, for next quarter 1. 


1May be obtained from Vivian D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OR the past several Sundays we 

have been studying various things 
that happened during the last week be- 
fore the death of the Lord Jesus. Christ. 
Today we study the most important 
lesson of all. Indeed, so important is 
it that people everywhere will go either 
to Heaven or to hell, depending on 
their heart’s response to the event that 
we are to study. You will not want to 
miss one word of this lesson! 

Today is known as Palm Sunday. 
Who will tell us why it is so called? 
(Help the children so that the full 
story will be given, concluding with 
the fact that the people wanted to make 
the Lord Jesus their king that ‘first 
Palm Sunday.) Next Sunday is Easter. 
What one wonderful thing happened on 
the first Easter? (The answer should 
be made brief.) Between Palm Sunday 
and Easter Sunday we have the day 
known as Good Friday. The crowd, 
you will remember, wanted to make 
the Lord Jesus Christ their King that 
first Palm Sunday. But by the time 
Friday rolled around, the cry from the 
people was entirely different. They 
screamed, “Crucify him, crucify him.” 
And that is just what was done. 

Early in the morning the Lord Jesus 
was led up a hill outside the city of 
Jerusalem. The hill, known as Cal- 
vary or Golgotha, was shaped much 
like a skull. So it is sometimes called 
“the place of a skull” (Matt. 27:33; 
Mark 15:22). At nine o’clock in the 
morning, the precious Son of God was 
nailed to the cross—nailed by His hands 
and His feet (Psa. 22:16; read the en- 
tire Twenty-second Psalm for a sig- 
nificant revelation of the prophetic ac- 
curacy of the Crucifixion). 

The Lord Jesus was not the only one 
who was crucified that day. There 
were two others—both robbers. One 
was nailed on the right side of the Lord 
Jesus, the other was nailed on the left. 
They deserved to die. They _ were 
wicked men. But why was the Lord 
Jesus dying? He had never done any- 
thing wrong. He had: never said 
anything wrong. He had never even 
thought anything wrong. He had 
healed those who were sick, He had 
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raised dead- people to life, He had fed 
the hungry, He had revealed God the 
Father to the world. Why, then, was 
He being so cruelly put to death? 
There is only one reason—He died that 
day for the sin of the world.’ John the 
Baptist had foretold that He was the 
sacrificial Lamb of God (John 1:29). 
From the very beginning of time God 
the Father knew that one day God the 
Son would die,for the sin of the world 

(Rev. 13:8). Purposely the Lord Jesus 
died that we might have eternal life 

(2 Cor. 8:9). Had- He wanted to, the 
‘Lord Jesus could have come down from 
the cross. But He had come to die for 
the sin of the world. This was “His 
hour.” Men did not take His life that 
day. He Himself gave it (John 10:18). 

Hanging on the cross the Lord Jesus 
cried out the most amazing thing. His 
enemies had pulled the hair out of His 
blessed face, they had spat on Him, 
they gambled for His clothing, they 
had made fun of Him. Listen to what 
He prayed aloud, “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do” (Luke 
23:34). During His ministry the Lord 
Jesus had commanded that we are to 
love our enemies and pray for those 
who treat us unkindly. How wonder- 
fully He did that very thing! But who 
else but the precious Son.of God would 
pray a thing like that at a time like 
that? Oh, how He loved those who 
hated Him! How He loves us! 

Today, as in the long ago, men and 
women and boys and girls turn their 
backs on God’s dear Son. Some do 
not believe Him to be the Son of God. 
Many do not realize that there was 
one reason and only one for His death: 
that each person, by receiving Him as 
sin-bearer, might have the assurance 
of everlasting life. He did not die for 
any other purpose. He did it because 
He loves you. Will you, right now, re- 
ceive Him as your very own Saviour? 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 181) 

1. Simon, a Cyrenian (from North 
Africa). 

2. Because the Jews would soon be 
visited with disaster (A.D. 70). 

3. Either because it was a_ skull- 
shaped eminence, or because it was a 
place of execution. 

4. The parting of Christ’s raiment 
and casting of lots (Psa. 22:18; Luke 
23: 34). 

5. Greek, Latin, and Hebrew (Luke 
23:38). 

6. Pilate (cf. Luke 23:22) and the 
repentant thief (cf. v. 41). 

7. Six hours (from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.). 

8. Darkness fell over all the earth 
(cf. v. 44). 

9. The way of approach to the 
Father is now open to all believers. 

10. “Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit” (v. 46). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending. Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 

uests received in every mail ftom 

ica. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the orig- 
inal 1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s 
Readers have been completed and you can now pur- 
chase oe copies at the following low prices 


Pine Header $2.25 Fourth Reader —. re +4 
Reader __ > 50 Fifth Reader __ 
Second Reader __. 2.75 Sixth Reader __ ;. 3 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-3, Rowan, lowa 





ALL - NATURAL - ORGANIC 
NEW PAS-CAL FOOD SUPPLEMENT 


34 Nutrients inating _ findings in scientific 
nutrition. Free folder. 3 Months’ Supply—$4.50. 
15% Discount to Ministers. Californians add 4% 
tax. 


Write 
PAS-CAL COMPANY—850 E. Mariposa St. 
Box 203-TC, Altadena, California 


THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAND 





fai a 


to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s 
little “lambs” in Israel. 

Our obligation towards these needy ones 
is increasing. 

Who will help us nurture the children in 
the Gospel? 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 





cons 


Can You Go to Alaska? 
(Continued from page 179) 





ward, two days and two nights will be 
spent at Mt. Rainier; one day and one 
night at Mt. Hood, with stops at Seattle 
and Portland. 

If interested, send for the attractive, 
illustrated folder, giving all details. 
Please address Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
who, with Mrs. Jaeger, will accompany 
the tour throughout, at the Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phil- 
adelphia 5. 


A Tour To Hawan Is PLANNED ALSO 


Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
‘plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii this year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
and returning to Chicago. . The party 
will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and re- 
turn to Los Angeles on the S.S. Lurline 
of the Matsdm Line. Details of this 
tour will be given in an attractive 
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folder, and a card to Mr. Jaeger will 
bring this to you as soon as it is ready. 
For those who can take a fall vacation, 
this will prove to be a most unusual 
and happy experience. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger will accompany this tour also. 


ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 22 


Palm Sunday Spectacular 
(Mark 11:1-11) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

WO striking lessons may be learned 

from the study of this week’s topic. 
It should prove interesting to have 
them presented by two of your mem- 
bers. 

The first lesson centers around the 
important place that zeal and enthu- 
siasm and joy should have in the Chris- 
tian life. All too often we can become 
wildly exuberant over our school or 
college affairs or over a football or 
baseball team, but only mildly stirred 
over our church or young people’s 
group. We can talk excitedly about 
some football star or baseball hero, but 
our tongues seem to be tied when we 
try to tell someone about Christ. Some- 
how our daily Christian experience 
seems to be a rather dull, uninteresting 
affair. How many would you say have 
been “caught alive” by your radiant 
Christian life and by your enthusiastic 
recommendation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour and guide and 
friend? 

ve 

The procession into Jerusalem de- 
scribed in our lesson text from Mark 11 
must have been a demonstrative and 
colorful affair. The waving of the palm 
branches and the casting of them in 
the road to make a way for the Lord 
Jesus, some people even taking off their 
garments to lay them down before Him; 
the singing of the pilgrims, journeying 
to Jerusalem for the Passover season; 
the cries of “Hosanna” from the people 
and the children; the milling, thronging 
crowd—all this must have made a 
thrilling and inspiring tribute to the 
one whom many believed was about to 
present Himself as the King of the 
Jews. 

gee 

And we must not lose sight of the 
fact that it was a tribute fully de- 
served. It had been prophesied of old 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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New Book just out... 


CALVARY By Harry Rimmer, D.D. $3.00 
This book is a condensation into one volume of the 
first three books of THE CALVARY SERIES by 
Dr. Harry Rimmer. It preserves ef the reader the 
keen and provocative studies of the author as well 
as challenging the reader to fulfill God’s plan for 
him. excellent answer to one who asks, “Why 
did Jesus die?” 
An Ideal Easter Gift 


Order From BERNE WITNESS INC. 
117 E. Main Street Berne, Indiana 


Booklets Which Foretell the Future 
According to Prophecy 


. God’s Time Piece, the Great Jewish Signs of Today. 
, proves that Christ’s coming is near, even at the 
oors. 





. How the Bible Is Being Fulfilled Today. It proves that 
150 verses are being literally fulfilled today. 

, The Olivet Discourse and the Future Explained by the 
Bible. What the Bible states about Communism, the 
United States of Europe and the Antichrist. 

. The Great Facts, Proofs, and Evidence of the Christian 
Faith. A book that gives great faith in God's’ Word. 

. The Importance of Attending the Worship of God. 

. How the Chureh Hinders the Gospel of Christ. These 
two are of special help to the Christian life. 

. The Way to Eternal Life. These two give most inter- 
esting expositions on the way of Salvation. 

. The Hydrogen Atomic Bomb and Similar Inventions in 
the Light of the Bible. 

. The Coming Conflict with Russia and Communism. Very 
interesting. 


. Man’s Existence After Death. An accurate exposition | 


from the Bible 

. United States Is in Danger. From four things, 

2. The Great Problems of the Middle East in the Light 
of God’s Prophetic Word. 


All for $1.25 


Rev. Andrew Olsen, Bible Expositor 
Sequim, Wash. 








of the Messiah (Zech. 9:9), and the 
Lord Jesus Himself said to some of the 
Pharisees who would have had Him re- 
buke the people, “I tell you that, if 
these should hold their peace, the 
stones would immediately cry out” 
(Luke 19:40). 


4 
Salvation from sin is indeed a mar- 
velous thing today, and everyone who 
has experienced deliverance from sin’s 
load and guilt has found something to 
shout and sing about. There is indeed 
room for far more joy and enthusiasm 
in our Christian experience than most 
of us find there. Graham Scroggie has 
said that instead of being hilarious, 
joyous Christians, most of us are satis- 
fied with an “inward chuckle.” 
we 
And yet there is. another and sober- 
ing lesson that we may well learn from 
this scene of Jong ago. Less than # 
week after the Lord’s triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem, stirred up by the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, many who 
had shouted “Hosanna” 
out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” ‘Even 
His own disciples all forsook Him and 
fled when the soldiers came to arrest 
Him. 
se 
It is so easy to shout praises when 
all is’ going well and the crowd ap- 
proves, but it is not easy when diffi- 
culties come and we are: with those who 
are against our Lord. It is easy some- 
times to be enthusiastic and true when 
we are in the. Christian limelight with 








were crying - 


~~ eomorouc§c§’:stmrnwas za 


~~ 


~~ het © ore ot WS 


1959" 


, $3.00 
1e of the 
RIES by 
ader the 
' as well 
plan for 
3, “Why 


Indiana 
—— 
‘uture 
f Today, 
» at the 


ves that 


i by the 
ism, the 


hristian 
s° Word. 
od. 

t. These 
t inter- 
tions in 
m. Very 


position 


> Light 
sitor 


the 
' the 
1 re- 
t, if 


out” 


lief 
yho 
ing 
yen 
ind 
est 


en 
1p- 
ffi- 
ho 


en 
ith 












' Reapolis; and “The Peril of a Fading 


lesson for March 22° 


others who are like-minded, but it is 
quite another matter when .we are more 
or less alone and unnoticed. We tell 
ourselves, like Peter, that we will never 
fail our Lord and Master. Peter and 
the other disciples, you, will remember, 
said; “Though I should die with thee, 


yet will I not deny thee” (Matt. 26:35). 


Yet, before the next morning came, 
Peter had denied his Lord three times. 
Many of us have had experiences of 
failing our Lord almost on top of en- 
thusiastic praise and professions of loy- 
alty. 
9 

The Lord Jesus wants our praise and 
adulation, but He wants, first of all, our 
day-by-day faithfulness ‘and obedience 
in the study of His Word and in 


prayer time with Him, through which. 


He can strengthen and guide us into a 
Christian experience that has solid, last- 
ing foundations that cannot be shaken 
by mere feelings that may rise or fall 
with circumstances, or environment, or 
companions. 
we 

Will you be found only among the 
enthusiastic crowd or among those who 
are willing to watch and pray with 
Him when He calls upon you to do so? 
(Matt. 26:40.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we -— 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
.than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


‘ 





The Keswick Week—1958. (Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London. May be 
ordered from Christian Literature Cru- 
sade, Fort Washington, Pa., $2.50, cloth.) 
Last summer the 77th annual Keswick 
Convention was held in the beautiful 
lake district in England. Close by Skid- 
daw and other. green-clad mountains 
above Derwentwater, the Convention is 
a*mountaintop experience for several 
thousand Christians. from all -oyer the 
world. Like a breath of pure mountain 
air, this report, containing ‘all the ad- 
dresses, brings refreshing drafts of the 
atmosphere of Heaven. As always at 
Keswick, there is a progression through 
the week: the question of sin, victory 
over sin, consecration, enduement with 
power, and effectual. service, on each 
of which several messages were given 
by the speakers from Monday through 
Friday. Then there were the worship 
Services on the first Sunday, the early 
morning prayer meetings, and the meet- 
ings for missionaries, ministers, and 
young people. Particularly impressive 
were “The Dark Hours of the Soul,” 
by the Rev. George B. Duncan, based 
on 1 Kings 19; the Bible readings in 
Philippians by Dr. Paul Rees of Min- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Glory,” by ‘Leith Samuel, based on 2 
Corinthians 3:13-18. But these are only 
part of the wealth of spiritual teaching 
in this very helpful collection of mes- 
sages. With this in hand, the Christian 
reader will have the teaching and ex- 
hortation that is at the heart of the 
great Convention, which has always 
stood for the highest New Testament 
truths of the life in Christ. 


The Visible Words of God. By Joseph 
C. McLelland. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $4.) Peter 
Martyr Vermigli, despite his importance 
as a theologian of the first rank during 
the days of the Reformation, is all too 
little known today. It is the hope of 
the author that a study of Vermigli’s 
doctrine of the sacraments, the “visible 
Words,” will have a mediating influence 
among the differing groups of Chris- 
tians today, even as Vermigli himself 
hoped to bring unity among the Chris- 
tians of the first days of the Romish 
environment into which Vermigli was 
born; his education ‘and ordination to 
the priesthood; and the gradual reali- 
zation of the truth of the Reformation; 
the flight from Italy; and then his work 
for the Gospel 
Britain. This makes fascinating read- 
ing, even though it is mot the cen- 
tral theme of the book. The substantial 
part of the book is somewhat less than 
fascinating—it will take real courage 
for the lay reader to digest the themes 
taken from Aristotle, Thomas, and the 
other men of former ages who shed 
light or confusion ‘on the doctrine’ of 
the sacraments. Vermigli rejects the 
transubstantiation of Rome, the “real 
presence” of Luther and Brentius, the 


mere’ “symbol” of the Anabaptists and , 


Zwingli, and comes to a position very 
close to that of Calvin. This volume 
will be of particular interest to those 
who are ecumenically minded and who 
desire to find an area of agreement 
among the various divisions in’ Chris- 
tendom. Others will find it interesting 
for the light it sheds on a forgotten 
hero of the Reformation. 


One Way of Living. By George M. 
Docherty. (Harper & Bros, New 
York 18; $3.) Peter Marshall’s very 
able successor in the pulpit of the New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church has 
begun to write. 
since Dr. Docherty came to Washington, 
he has established a nationwide reputa- 
tion. The messages of this volume were 
originally preached to his present con- 
gregation. The material has been en- 
tirely rewritten to suit the reader rather 
than the listener. The volume begins 
with a personal witness to the author’s 
call to the ministry. He describes for 
us his feelings as he walked along one 
of Glasgow’s streets. There is a rather 
lengthy description of his effort to save 
an alcoholic, which shows him to be 
a most kindly man. The book is grip- 
ping, for the author has marvelous 
powers of description. He can really 
make Bible stories live. The last chap- 
ter is rewritten from a sermon, “This 
Nation Under God.” This ‘sermon is 
credited with having influenced the de- 


in Switzerland and - 


During the eight years . 
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CHRISTIANS: “‘Let your light shine’ by sending beau- 
tiful Scriptures Everyday Greeting cards—Complete 
line; also Notes, Stationery. Sg | sent. Useful 
ifts to missionaries—Rest Homes. Prov. 17:17—"A 
riend loveth at all times.” 
THE PURPLE PANSY 
P. O. Box 115, Port Jefferson,.!., N.Y. 
“A handicapped Shut-in”’ 








THE STRONG ELECTRIC CORPORATION 


283City Park Avenue + Toledo 1, Ohio 








INCREASE YOUR 


INCOME 


... just as many men 
and women are doing 
in a most dignified 
vocation . . . and at 
the same time, 


SERVE THE LORD 


by fulfilling an important Christian 
service in your own and surrounding 
communities. 

Here’s your opportunity to become 
associated with a company that has 
been in business more than 35 years— 
highly respected by Christian leaders 
and whose product and service are 
recommended by men and women you 
know. 


WORK FULL OR PART TIME 
Our program is unique — it has no 
competition. Every home is a pros- 
pect. Your spare time can be worth 
up to $75 a week, and more... full 
time up to $10,000 a year, and more! 

John Rudin & Company, Inc. 

22 W. Madison Street 

Chicago 2, Illinois Dept. ST39 


I 
| Yes, I'm interested, Please send me complete 
! information on your program. 


l 
| Name. 
| 






































| Address 


| 
City & Zone. 
(om Oe ee oe 











TODAY! 
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INFORMATION ON CULTS 
RELIGION ANALYSIS SERVICE, INC. 





“ Hennepin Ave Minneapolis 3, Minn. 
non-profit agency, lenom- 
inational and 1 ived and es- 
tablished to i ttenment to people 
in need of literature on ae cults of 
our time. asa literature. 

Publishers of D »,@ quarterly 


I dealing with anit. activities, 
Bubseipton Lage 7 Issues for $1.00, 12 
Issues $1 

For subscriptions add 21 and 36 cents 


Back numbers of magazine available single o 
in quantity at above pri 


Agency endorsed b: _o lical 
and numerous Publishers "Ween foows 
lers serve as the Board 























LISTEN DAILY TO THE 


BACK 101: BIBLE 
BROADCAST 











AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast's ministry. 
Back ‘to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
if you live in Canada write to: 
Box 178 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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cision to add the words “under God” 
to the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Fascinating as the volume is, this re- 
viewer must disagree with the author 
in several particulars. His view of in- 
spiration cannot be accepted. Did the 
Apostle John get his message of Revela- 
tion because of his hardships on Pat- 
mos? Did he say there would be “no 
heat of the sun” in Heaven because of 
the blistering sun of Patmos? Did the 
monotonous horizon on every side cause 
him to write of Heaven as a place where 
“there is no more sea”? Is the Song of 
Solomon “simply a collection of secular 
love songs, spiritualized by the Fathers 
of the Church and included in the canon 
of Scripture only after the deepest of 
heart searching”? It should be enough 
for every Christian to know that this 
book was in our Lord’s Bible. This re- 
viewer cannot believe that it is neces- 
sary for today’s pastor to know the 
writings of Freud, Jung, and Adler be- 
fore he can cope with his work. Nor 
will Bible believers see how the follow- 
ing sentence can harmonize with the 
Genesis account of the Creation and 
Fall of man: “Biologically there are 
some four million years of struggle for 
survival driving men to love and pro- 
tect and be committed to self.” He has 
badly mixed’ two of the miracles of 
Christ in healing ‘blind men. He ap- 
pears to run together the accounts of 
Mark and John which record different 
events. There are many fine things in 
the book but the dangers above re- 
corded should be pointed out. 


The Way of the Cross in Human Re- 
lations. By Guy Franklin Hershberger. 
(Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., $5.50.) The 
author views the world from the stand- 
point of an Anabaptist, and thus finds 
himself somewhat at odds with the 
theological right- and the theological 
left. He rejects the attitude’ and prac- 
tice of the conservative within the Ref- 
ormation churches because’ he feels 
that the conservative avoids or even 
denies the social implications of the 
Gospel when he takes up arms, when 
he ignores economic issues, and when 
he looks on the state as an area where 
certain New Testament principles do 
not and cannot apply. At the same 
time, the author casts a somewhat wist- 





KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


eee. rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 





2 TIMOTHY 2:15 






Tune in each Sunday over 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


Write today for your FREE radio log 
P.O. Box 22, Grand Rapids, Mich. 








DR. M. R. DE HAAN 
Teacher 








RICHARD DE HAAN 
Associate Teacher 


RADIO BIBLE CLASS PROGRAM 
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ful eye at the Liberal who concerns 
himself with such problems. This is 
not to imply that Dr. Hershberger is 
inclined to Liberalism—he is a staunch 
defender of, the integrity of the Scrip. 
tures. It should be noted that the au- 
thor has not always exerted due care 
in selecting the sources for his infor- 
mation. To cite one example, much of 
his material. regarding the American 
Council of Christian Churghes is at- 
tributed to Ralph Lord Roy, an avowed 
enemy of that council, and the result 
of confining one’s self to such a work 
can only be a biased attitude. This 
book should be read by members of 
churches that have sprung from the 
Reformation. The strength of any ide- 
ology or “group can be tested by its 
ability to receive and profit from honest 
criticism. Dr. Hershberger is a friendly 
critic of Fundamentalism and as such 
should have his say. 


This Holy Estate. By John E. Riley. 
(The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind., $1.25, 
glossy cover.) The home is superim- 
portant, and Pastor Riley begins his 
realistic study by showing its need for 
a head, for loyalty of all members, and 
for a cohesive force. The discussion 
of marriage deals with its divine origin 
then its psychological, economic, and 
biological development. A chapter on 
the “Approach to Marriage” contains 
Dr. Goldstein’s twelve standards by 
which to test the success of wedded 
life. The study of the marriage relation 
offers several rules for a wholesome 
sex adjustment, all of which parents 
may and should pass on to their chil- 
dren. Regarding “Home and the Purse 
Strings,” the author urges a _ family 
budget with every member participat- 
ing in its making. The coming and 
training of children are considered at 
length, and one is particularly inter- 
ested in Susanna Wesley’s letter to her 
son, John, which gives her own rules 
for child upbringing. “The Child and 
Religion” and “Religious Life in the 
Home” are two chapters that diScuss' in 
detail the necessity for parents to be 
more careful about Junior’s iron for 
his conscience than about vitamins for 
his blood. A good portion of the text 


is devoted to family togetherness, all ~ 


members striving for humor, tact, pa- 
tience, and co-operation. Questions for 
thought and discussion close each of 
the dozen chapters, and there is also a 
list of books for further study. 


se 


The Summer Institute 
of Linguistics. 
OR the twenty-sixth season a ses- 
sion of the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics will be held from June 15 
to August 28 at the University of Okla- 
homa, Norman, Okla. 

The eighth annual session will be held 
during the same period at the Uni- 
versity of North Dakota, Grand Forks, 
N. D. 

There will also be sessions at the 
University of Washington, Seattle, June 


18 to August 28; and in London, England, — 


and Melbourne, Australia. 
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F lesson for March 22 





The courses in these summer schools 
are aimed especially for persons going 
to aboriginal cultures in Africa, in the 
iPacific Islands, or in the Indian tribes 
of Latin America. The general lan- 
guage principles involved are designed 
to aid. a person to learn fo talk and to 
write any tribal language, whether or 
not it has been previously studied. 
Many missionaries on the field today 
have benefited from these summer ses- 
sions. 

Catalogues and application blanks 
may be obtained from the Summer In- 
stitute of Linguistics, * O. Box 870, 
Glendale 5, Calif. 
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Children at Home 


Jack and Jiil 


A true story 
By Polly Perkins 


ACK and Jill were two frisky squir- 

rels who had a lovely nest of sticks 
and leaves near the top of a hickory 
nut tree. 
. To the right of this tree was a grove 
of beautiful maple trees where Jack 
and Jill romped and played in great 
glee all day. 

To the left of the hickory nut tree 
was a long row of Osage orange trees, at 
the end of which was a house where 
lived a boy named Jim and a girl 
named Jane, both of whom were very 
fond of Jack and Jill. 

Early in the morning could be heard 
the scampering of little feet on the roof 
of this hduse and Jim and Jane would 
then know that the squirrels were com- 
ing after the peanuts that had been left 
on the back poreh. 

When November came and the Osage 
oranges fell from the trees, Jack and 
Jill would scamper around on the 
ground, take up one of those big green 
oranges in their clever little paws, and 
sitting up in safety in the thorny Osage 
tree would nibble away with great en- 
joyment. On the ground, however, 
they were very cautious, for in that 
neighborhood lived two dogs who were 
ever on the lookout for Jack and Jill. 
At times Jack was very venturesome, 
and sometimes instead of fising the long 
Tow of Osage trees for a runway, he 
would scamper out on the telephone 
wire ‘and sit on the very top of the 
telephone pole, barking away and al- 
most darifig the dogs to come after him. 

One day the two dogs caught sight 
of Jack running on the telephone wire 
and they began barking at him furi- 
ously. Jack barked back daringly, but 
he was really very frightened. He 
Managed to keep his balance and 
got to the top of the telephone pole 
in fear and trembling. 

Loud and furiously barked the two 
big dogs. Poor Jack was dazed and 
hardly knew which way to turn. Oh, 
if he could only get to the Osage trees 
Where Jill was frisking in such safety! 
But that would mean walking back on 


i 





~ tail! 
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the wire which he was too frightened to 
do—or jumping to the ground and run- 
ning with great speed to get to the 
trees. But the dogs were sure to catch 
him if he did that for they were both 
leaping around at the very foot of the 
pole, Then poor Jack, not knowing 
what else to do, seemed to figure out 
that jumping to the ground and mak- 
ing for the trees was his only hope; 
and, oh, horrible as it was, he leaped 
down in the very midst of the two ex- 
cited dogs! a 

Jack made one mad dash for safety, 
but one of the dogs caught him by the 
In a flash Jack leaped madly 
away, leaving the tip end of his tail 
in the mouth of the dog, and he gained 
the Osage tree in safety. 

It' was the end of Jack’s tail, but Jim 
and Jane were very glad it was not the 
end of Jack. 

MEDIA, PA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on thé International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


March 16 to 22 


Mon., Mar. 16.—Luke 23:26-31. 
The Road to Golgotha. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Calvary” (Latin 
name); “Golgotha” (Hebrew equiv- 
alent). Ask the Lord to keep constantly 
before the eyes of your soul the scenes 
on Golgotha. The nearer you live to 
the cross and glory in the infinite ran- 
som paid by your Lord with His own 
blood, the happier, safer, and more use- 
ful you will be. Pray that the price 
for your redemption from the kingdom 
of Satan and translation into the King- 
dom of Christ may have more appre- 
ciation day by day. 


Tues., Mar. 17.—Luke 23:32-38. 
Jesus Forgives His Crucifiers. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And when they 
were come to the place, which is called 
Calvary, there they crucified him.” 
Had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of Glory—the 
maker of all worlds, the upholder of 
all things, in whom we live and move 
and have our being—unknown, unloved, 
unwanted by His creatures! -His death 
for sin and all of us sinners prophesied, 
prerequisite for our ransom from sin 
and Satan and perdition, is our only 
hope of salvation. Pray to realize its 


_ preciousness, and always remember its 


efficacy for the sinner’s salvation and 
the believer’s purification from _ sins 
confessed. 


Wed., Mar. 18.—Luke 23:39-43. 
The Penitent Thief. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, remember 
me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom.” . Note the important marks of 
repentance indicated in the penitent 
thief’s dying words. They reveal his 


innermost thoughts concerning his sin 











Pastors, Please Notice ! 
If you have men or women in your church 
who are dedicated, intelligent Christians and 
who would like to be in the Lord’s work while 
making a living, you-will render both 
them and the cause of C 
i mae their names and addresses to: Philip R. Li 
Calzi, Audio Bible Studies, 7351 N. Hamlin 
a Skokie, Ill. Thank you, pastor, for ale 
elp. 
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In the Times, now in its 101st Year, 
advertisers find an influential group of 
readers, and readers find a helpful group 
of dependable advertisements. 








“Help us in our great need. We have no 


money. We are ill and hungry.” 


This was the pitiful appeal contained in 
a letter coming from the Russian Zone 
of Germany. Similar appeals come to 
us from other countries. 


One of the most heartrending appeals 
is that of the aged, destitute Hebrew 
Christians. No longer able to take care 
of themselves and with nobody who 
cares they look to us for help. 


Hungry—but they have little to eat. 
Some live in huts and tents—dwellings 
dreadfully inadequate. Ill clothed—for 
nobody cares. 

This is but one of many needs the Inter- 


national Hebrew Christian Alliance 
seeks to fill through God’s grace. 


We earnestly appeal to Christians to - 


pray for us as we need spetial funds to 
provide shelter—a Home for aged in 
Israel. As God leads help the aged 
Hebrew Christians ‘in Israel’s homeland. 


ye iw 


Rowen) INTERNATIONAL. 


Secniery Hebrew Christian Alliance 


CANADA 
91 Bellevue Ave., Toreste, 
Ontarie L 
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and state and greatest necessity. He 
condemned himself, admitted the jus. 
tice of God in separating sinners from 
Himself eternally, owned the perfect 
“You can lead a horse to water but é S I, siseed in tg Pe gan ore ye 
can’t make him drink” is an old saying. Bay PEN an Christ for salvation on his Lord’s own 
You can, however, make it 3% SA ‘ terms (see Rom. 10:13). The dying 
easy by providing the water. ‘~ S >) ee thief’s salvation has given hope to mil- 
. ss : Eee lions of perishing sinners. Pray for 
The er aches fps nd wei Sete such tokens of penitence in your chureh, = 
thankful for well planned Vacation SS Thurs., Mar. 19.—John 19:23-27. 
Bible Schools because it was through Jesus’ Concern for His Mother, 


VBS that they found life eternal. PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “When Jesus... 
saw his mother, and the disciple stand- 


od & a A L D ing by, whom he loved, he saith unto 

his mother, Woman, behold thy son!” 

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL SE IES Our Lord in infinite wisdom and love 
R made provision for His mother’s con- 

p > . solation, comfort, and care for the dark 
..is designed to show the way. Just as vacations period then falling upon her; ss. 
are planned, roads are marked and sites are | called her to observe His triumphant 
checked on the map, you, too, can chart | behavior in His ignominious death upon 


the course for your students. Show them the way; | the tree. Pray that your observance 
of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 


warn of dangers; give encouragement — thus make it easy sonal bu unebs aacaeiaaek ah oun Oe 
for them to find the Way, the Truth and the Life. ¥ . ¥ 
Fri., Mar. 20.—Luke 23:44-49. 


Get acquainted with the Herald VBS Materials. You, too, can plan teaching Jesus’ Final Prayer, 
your students for a thirteen year period with this permanent curriculum for Paaves Svcansrsces: “When Jenul 
ages 3 through 15. Write today for sample packet, only $3.75 which includes | cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, 


Teacher’s and Pupil’s material for 3 grades. Returnable for full refund in 30 days. | into thy hands I commend my spirit” 
: Evidently our Lord’s shout, “It. is fin- 
Free illustrated brochure on request ished,” was succeeded by this prayer of 
committal of His precious soul to the 
Order Herald VBS Materials through your Christian bookstore Father. Thus He gives us an example 
that should ever be the final act 4 


HERALD PRESS Dept. $T , Scotidole; Pennsylvania every believer. Stephen did this | 
° os his martyrdém. When your spirit 


to God who gave it, let it be thus 
by you, beloved reader. Pray that ze 
may have a Christian farewell at ct 


Spirit-Filled Songs oscil 


Friends Arrange His Burial, 


The “‘CHOICE” series anuhindees spiritual and worshipful hymns and songe. : 
Let your church, like others, be blessed with richer music and greater growth PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This 
[Joseph of Arimathaea] went unto 


CHOICE teen otha. THE FAITH 

Congregations thrill at this well-balanced collection. Compiled for more scrip- late, and begged the body of J 
tural singing. 480 pages. Bound in durable blue cloth boards. In quantities He was an important member of , 
of 100 or more $1.55 copy, not prepaid. Single sample copy $1.85 postpaid. Sanhedrin, a rich man, and a secret be- 


CHOICE GOSPEL SONGS 4 z 
aan wanton of Choice Hovene a tre Felts for those who does a smelter liever. One account says he “went if 
. Can be used conjointly with the larger book as it contains Choice Hymn ” N “ : 
numbers in brackets. 192 pages. Tough paper cover. In 100 lots 65¢ copy, boldly (Mark 15: 43) and “craved the 
= pels —. copy. Ho postpaid. body of Jesus. He was used of God 
, to do more than Isaiah 53:9 predicted 

75 lar Gospel hymns and choruses. 25c each 100, t id, 
Sete i. _ saphe a ei an for he gave to the world a sample of 
Returnable samples sent on request. Give church connection. love for the Lord Jesus Christ at the 
GOSPEL PERPETUATING FUND PUBLISHERS, Dept. ST time Christ was most despised and Tre 
< pt. ¢ , Sembee «Ms. jected. Pray that you may be used of 


God in some, outstanding service for -~ 
Lord Jesus. 


























Sun., Mar. 22.—1 Cor. 1:18-25. 
The Cross—Folly or Wisdom? 

PRAYER SucGEsTIoNs: “The preaching” 
of the cross is to them that perish fool 
ishness; but unto us which are saved it 
is the power of God.” Thus the C 
divides -humanity. The Cross de 
makes men divided; if considered folly, 
that attitude can end in perdition. 
Cross accepted as the wisdom of God 
providing the only way of salvation 10F 
sinners, means paradise. The 
stretched arms of Christ on the cro 
symbolize the sure and eternal sepafi 
tion of the souls of men. What doe 
Christ’s cross mean to you? Pray jor 
a Galatians 2:20, 21 attitude toward: 4 
Cross of Christ. 








